
Gender in the 2003 Nigeria Demographic and Health Survey 
Gender roles and customs in Nigeria affect wom-
en’s health and welfare.  Women have less ac-
cess to education and employment than men.  
Women who have little decision-making power 
are less likely to receive appropriate antenatal 
care or delivery assistance.  Women are also less 
knowledgeable about HIV prevention.  
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   49 percent of women have never discussed 
HIV/AIDS with their partner.

   30 percent of men say that a woman has no 
right to tell a man to wear a condom.

   84 percent of women believe that a wife can 
refuse to have sex with her husband if he has 
a sexually transmitted infection.
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Measures of Empowerment Attitudes Towards Wife Beating
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Nigeria: 19%

66 percent of women and 63 percent 
of men think that female circumcision 

should be discontinued.  

Female Circumcision



For additional information on the results of 
the 2003 Nigeria Demographic and Health 
Survey, please contact:

In Nigeria:
National Population Commission
Plot 2031
Olusegun Obasanjo Way, 
Zone 7 Wuse
PMB 0281
Abuja
Nigeria
Telephone: (234) 09 523-9173
Fax: (234) 09 523-1024

In USA:
MEASURE DHS+
ORC Macro
11785 Beltsville Drive
Calverton, MD 20705 USA
Telephone: 301-572-0200
Fax: 301-572-0999
www.measuredhs.com

The 2003 NDHS was conducted by the 
National Population Commission (NPC). 
ORC Macro provided techni-
cal assistance in the design, 
implementation and analy-
sis of the survey. Funding 
was provided by the U.S. 
Agency for International 
Development (USAID).
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Contraceptive Use by Justification of Wife Beating
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Antenatal Care from a Health Professional by
Women's Decisionmaking Power
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Contraception and Fertility by Education

100

97

87

67

2.8

4.7

6.3

6.7

Higher

Secondary

Primary

No education

Percent of currently married
women who know any

method of family planning

Total fertility
rate


