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A WOMAN'S H O M E  In the majority of  households, women bear most of  the responsibility for 
cooking, cleaning, and childrearing. Typically, however, women have little in the way of  

appliances or other amenities to assist them at home. 
In 16 sub-Saharan countries, at least 70 percent of households have no electricity, an 

important indicator of  a woman's access to labor-saving and health-enhancing possessions. 

The same women who take care o f  some o f  the largest families in the worm are also the least likely 
to have electricity in their homes. In eight of  the sub-Saharan countries, more than 90 percent 
of  households are without electricity. These countries also have some of  the highest fertility 
rates, with women having an average of  at least six children in their lifetimes. 

Outside ofsub-Saharan Africa, more women have electricity at home. In 13 out of  
17 countries, more than 50 percent of households have electricity. Women are most likely to 

have electricity in their households in Egypt, Jordan, and Trinidad and Tobago. While the 
vast majority of  households in Trinidad and Tobago, for example, have electricity (93 percent), 
more than 75 percent of  households in Sri Lanka are without electricity. 

The type o f  flooring in a house can reflect overall housing quality. Women living in 
the sub-Saharan countries surveyed are most likely to have dirt floors in their houses. In 10 
sub-Saharan countries, more than 60 percent of households have dirt flooring. Zimbabwe is 

a notable exception, where dirt floors ire relatively rare. 
Outside ofsub-Saharan Africa, dirt floors are less common. Women in Guatemala 

and H Salvador are most likely to have dirt floors in their homes: At least 44 percent o f  

houses have dirt floors in these countries. 
Access to piped water can affect the entire family's health and well-being. Women 

with access to piped water might spend less time fetching and carrying water. The water may 
also be safer than sources such as rivers or lakes. Where safer water is available, food is less 
likely to be contaminated and the family is at less risk of  illness. In 12 countries, at least 70 

percent o f  households have no access to piped water. 
The type of  toilet facilities used by a household also influences the family's well- 

being and risk o f  illness. Overall, women tend to be more likely to have access to some 
type o f  toilet facility than electricity or piped water. In only two countries do more than 70 

percent of  households have no access to toilet facilities. 





EARNING M O N E Y  For some women, paid employment means not just participation in the cash 
economy, but greater autonomy within and outside the home. For many women, however, 
earning money is also a necessity. 

In the sub-Saharan region, the countries where women are most likely to work for cash 
also have some o f  the most di~cult living conditions. In 14 sub-Saharan countries, more than 
25 percent of women report working for cash. The countries where cash employment among 
women is most common have fertility rates of six or more children per woman. 

Substantial numbers of women in the Latin American and Caribbean countries 
also earn money. At least 20 percent of women in all of the countries surveyed reported 

paid employment. 
Women surveyed in the Asian and Near East countries, where cultural traditions 

may be less supportive of women working, were least likely to report paid employment. Fewer 
than 20 percent of women reported working for pay in all but two of the countries surveyed 
in these regions. 
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WORK IN THE CASH ECONOMY 
P e r c e n t a g e  o f  w o m e n  15 to  4 9  w o r k i n g  for  c a s h  

S U B - S A H A R A N  A F R I  C ~ 

Burkina Faso 1,1!: 

Burundi 195-" m 

Cameroon 199/ 

Ghana 19~8" 

Kenya 19'~ 

Madagascar / 99-" 

Malawi I92-" 

Mali  198-" 

Namibia l 9v2 

Niger 1992 

Nigeria 1990 

Rwanda 1992 

Senegal 1992 9~ 

Sudan 1989/90" "" 

Tanzania 1991/92 

Togo 19~1~ 

Uganda 1988/89" 

Zambia 1992 

Zimbabwe 1988/89 

A S I A ~ N E A R  EA5 7 

Egypt 1992"" 

Ion~an 1990/91 "" 

Morocco 1992"" 

Phi~ppines 1993 

Sri Lanka 1987" "" 

Thailand 1987 °" 

Tunisia 1988" "* 

Yemen 1991/92"* m l  

I ~ T I N  A M E R I C A ] C A R I B B E : L V  

Bolivia 1989" 

Colombia 1990 

Dominican Republic 199; 

Ecuador 198- 

Guatemala 1984 

Paraguay 1990 

peru 1991/92 

Tmnidad & Tobago 1987 

"Work for cmh other than on family farm or other family busin~s 
*'Ever-married women 

Note: Women 15 to 44 in Guatemala 
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WOMEN;S A C C E S S  T O  T H E  M A S S  M E D I A  The mass media can give women, even those 
in the most distant households, access to new ideas and information from the outside world. 
In most countries, the mass media have been used to entertain, enlighten and effect behav- 
ior change, conveying information on topics ranging from health and family planning 
to agriculture. 

For the majority of  women in sub-Saharan Africa, radio is more important than 
television or newspapers as a source of  information and entertainment. In 15 out of 20 
countries surveyed in sub-Saharan Afm~a, more than 40percent of women listen to the radio 
regularly. Substantially fewer women in the region read newspapers or watch television. 

Only in Namibia, Zambia, and Zimbabwe do 40 percent or more women report reading 
newspapers regularly. 

Women in the Asian and Near East countries surveyed are much more likely to 
watch television regularly than those in sub-Saharan Africa. More than 60percent of women 
in six out of the 10 countries surveyed in Asia and the Near East report regularly watching 
television. Substantial numbers of  women in these countries also listen to the radio and read 
newspapers. In the Philippines, 90 percent o f  women listen to the radio and 73 percent read 
newspapers weekly. 

In the Latin American and Caribbean countries surveyed, women are also likely to 
get information from the mass media. More than half of  women report either reading 

a newspaper or watching television in nine o f  the 11 countries surveyed. Among all of  the 
countries surveyed, women in Latin America and the Caribbean were most likely to report 
reading a newspaper weekly. 
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S U B - S A H A R A N  AFRICA 

Botswana 1988 

Burkina Faso 1993 

Burundi 1987 

Cameroon 1991 

Gtmna 1988 

Kenya 1993 

Liboia 1986 

Madagascar 1992 

Malawi 1992 

Mall 1987 

Namibia 1992 

Niger 1992 

Nigeria 1990 

Sen*gal l 9{)2/93 

Sudan 1989/90 • • 

Tanzanm 1991/92 

7bgo 1988 

Uganda 1988/89 

Zambia 1992 

Zimbabwe 1988/89 

A S I A ~ N E A R  E A S T  

Egypt 1992"* 

Indonesia 1991"* 

Jordan 1990/91 ** 

Morocco 1992 *• 

Pakbtan 1990/91"" 

Philippines 1993 

Srq Lanka 1987"* 

Thailand 1987"* 

Tunisia 1988"* 

Yemen 1991/92"" 

L A T I N  A M E R I C A / C A R I B B E A N  

Bolivia 1989 

Brazil 1986 

Colombia 1990 

Dominican Republic 1991 

Ecuador 1987 

El Salvador 1985 

Guatemala 1987 

Mexico 1987 

Paraguay 1990 

Peru 1991/92 

Tmnidad & Tobago 1987 

"Data not collected m survey 
*'Ever-married women 

EXPOSURE TO MEDIA 
Percentage o f  w o m e n  15 to 49  wi th  access to the mass media 

Read newsp q}cr ~eekly '¢vhtch television weekly listen to radio ~cck b 

7 ~ 

S II 42 

30 

34 44 

49 

31 15 65 

70 

IS 12 39 

19 52 

49 

54 25 81 

4 14 38 

26 53 

13 39 67 

68 

25 3 46 

31 

64 

42 22 57 

40 16 38 °'" 

25 82"** 67*** 

27 61 63 

11"** 49"** 39*** 

22 65 76 

14 30 27 

73 72 90 

59 30 77"*" 

40 63 46""  

20 83 50 

8 37"** 34"'" 

45 

45 

S4 

]6 

75 

{)1 

30 

21 

70 

69 

88 

53"** 74 **° 

75"** 78""  

80 83"** 

51 51"*' 

69 90 

31"** 59 

77 

76 

66*** 

"*Daily or regularly 
Note: Women I5 m 44 in Bta*il and Guatemala 
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9O 

70""  



REGION AND COUNTRY 

SUB SAHARAN AFRICA 

Botswana 1988 

Burkina Faso 1993 

Burundi 1987 

Cameroon 1991 

Ghana 1988 

Kenya 1993 

Liberia 1986 

Madagascar 1992 

Malawi 1992 

Mall 1987 

Namibia 1992 

Niger 1992 

Nigeria 1990 

Rwanda 1992 

S~n~gal 1992-93 

Sudan 1989 90 

Tanzania 1991-92 

COLLABORATIN(; 
INSTITUTI{)NS 

Central Statistics 1)1~]cc 
Ministry of Finance and 
Development Planning 

Family Health Division 
Ministry of Health 

lns6tut Nadona] de [a 
Stafsfque et de la Ddmographie 

Ddpartemem de la Population 
Minist&e de l'Int6rieur 

Direction Nadonale du 
Deuxi~me Recensement Gdndral 
de la Population et de I'Habitat 

Ghana StatisPca] Service 

National Council for 
Population and Development 

Central Bureau of Statistics 
office of the Vice President and 
Ministry of Planning and National 
Development 

Bureau of Statistics 
Ministry of Planning and 
Economic Affairs 

Centre National de Recherches 
sur l'Environnement 
Minist~re de la Recherche 
Appliqu6e au D&doppement 

National Statistical Omce 

Centre d'Etudes et de 
Recherches sur la Population 
pour le Ddveloppcment 
lnstitut du Sahel 

Ministry of Health and 
Social Services 

Direction de la Statis6que 
et des Comptes Nadonaux 
Direction G~n&ale du Plan 
Ministhre des Finances et du Plan 

Federal Office of Statistics 

Office National de la Population 

Direction de la Pr~vision et de 
la Statistique 
Division des Statistlques 
D~mographiques 
Minist&e de I'Economie, des 
Finances et du Plan 

Department of Statistics 
Ministry of Economic and 
National Planning 

Bureau of Statistics 
Planning Commission 

RESPONDENTS 

All women 15-49 

All women 15-49 

All women 15-49 

All women 15-49 

All women 1549 

All women 15-49 

All women 15-49 

All women 1549 

All women 1549 

All women 1549 

All women 1549 

All women 1549 

All women 1549 

All women 1549 

All women 15-49 

Ever-married 
women 1549 

All women 1549 

SAMPLE 
SIZE 

4.368 

6.384 

3,97(I 

3.871 

4,488 

7,540 

5,239 

6,260 

4.849 

3,200 

5,421 

6,503 

8,781 

6,551 

6,310 

5,860 

9,238 

MALE/HUSBAND 
SURVEy 

1.845 Men 18+ 

542 Husbands 

814 Husbands 

943 Husbands 

2,336 Men 20-54 

1.151 Men 20-54 

970 Men 20-55 

1,570 Husbands 

598 Husbands 

1,436 Men 20+ 

2.114 Men 15-60 
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"Ibgo 1988 

Uganda 1988-89 

Zambia 1992 

Zimbabwe 1988 89 

Unitd de Recherche 
Ddmographique 
Direction de 
ia 8tafstlque 
l)ilvction G&leralc dc la Santt: 

Ministry of Heald~ 

Ministry of Planning :anti 
Economic Development 

Makerere University 

University of Zambia 

Central Statistical O~ficc 

( emral Statistical Office 
Ministry of Finance, Economic 
Planning, and Development 

ASIA/NEAR EAS'I 

Egypt 1992 National Population Council 

Indonesia 1991 

Jordan 1990-91 

Morocco 1992 

Pakistan I990-91 

Philippines 1993 

Sri Lanka 1987 

Thailand 1987 

"lalnisia 1988 

Yemen 1991-92 

Central Bureau of Statistics 

National Family Planning 
Coordinating Board 

Ministry of Health 

Department of Statistics 

Ministry of Health 

Service des Etudes el de 
I'Intorma0on Sanitalre 
Secrdtariat GdndraI-DPSl 
Ministate de la Santd Publlque 

National Institute of Population 
Studies 

Na0onal Statistics Office 

Department of Census and 
Statistics 
Ministry of Plan Implementation 

Institute of Populafon Studies 
Chulalongkorn University, 

Direction de la Population 
Office National de [a Famille 
et de la Population 
Minist~re de la Santd Pubtique 

Central Statistical Organization 

Pan Arab Proiect for Child 
Development 

LATIN AMERICA/CARIBBEAN 

Bolivia I989 Instkuto National de Estadlstica 

Brazil 1986 8ociedade Civil Bem-Estar 
Familiar no Brazil 

Colombia 1990 PROFAMILIA 
Asocizcidn Pro-Bienestar de la 
Famitia Colombiana 

All women 18 49 

?dl women I5 49 

All women 15 49 

All women 15-49 

Ever-married 
women 15-49 

Ever-married 
women 15-49 

Ever-married 
women t5-49 

All women 15 49 

Ever-married 
women 15-49 

All women 15-49 

Ever-married 
women 15-49 

Ever-married 
women 15-49 

Ever-married 
women 1549 

Ever-married 
women 1549 

All women 15-49 

All women 15-44 

All women 15 49 

3,36O 

4730 

7,0611 

4,201 

9,864 

22,909 

6,461 

9,256 

6,61 I 

15,029 

5,865 

6,775 

4,184 

5,687 

7,923 

5,892 

8,489 

2,466 Husbands 

1,336 Men 20+ 

1,354 Husbands 
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Dominican Insti tuto dc t sludlos de All women 1%49 7,320 
Republi~ 19')1 Poblacidn ~ [)c~arrollo 

{PROFAM li IA) 

Oficlna National de Planificacidn 

[cuador  198- C e n t r o d e  Esiudiosdc Poblaci6n Ai l ' aomcn 15 49 4,~13 
y Paternidad Responsable 

[nstirtlto Naciorla[ de Investigackmes 
Nutriclonalcs y Medico Sociales 

El Salvador 1985 Asoclaci6n Demogrd~fica All ' aomcn 15-49 5,207 
Salvadorena 

Guatemala 1987 [ns t l tu tode  Nnt r l c i6nde  Cenm} Al lwomen  15-44 5,160 
Amdrica y Panam:i 

Mexico 198- Direcci6n Gcncra ldc  A l lwomcn  1%49 9,310 
Planificaci6n Familiar 
Suhsecretaria de Servicios 
de Salud 
Secretarla de Salud 

Paraguay 1990 Centro  Paraguayo de Fatudios de All women 15-49 5,827 
Pobtaci6n 

Peru 199] 92 lnsti tuto National  de Estadlstica e All women  15-49 15,882 
lnformatica 

Asociaci6n Bendfica PRISMA 

Trinidad and Family Planning Association o f  All women  15-49 3,806 
Tobago I987 Trinidad and~bbago  

O T H E R  

Philippines National Statistics Office W o m e n  15~i9 
National Safe who reported a 
Motherhood Depar tment  o f  Health pregnancy, ou tcome 
Survey 1993 

8,481 

Thts survey was junded by the Rockefeller Foundaeion and the United .States Agency for Internattonal Development, through the LLX-based 
John Snow, Inc lMotherCare, Inc , project 

Photo Credits 
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