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A WOMAN’S HOME In the majority of households, women bear most of the responsibility for

cooking, cleaning, and childrearing. Typically, however, women have little in the way of
appliances or other amenities to assist them at home.

In 16 sub-Saharan countries, ar least 70 percent of houscholds have no electricity, an
important indicator of a woman’s access to labor-saving and health-enhancing possessions.
The same women who take care of some of the largest families in the world are also the least likely
1o have electricity in their homes. In eight of the sub-Saharan countries, more than 90 percent
of houscholds are withour electricity. These countries also have some of the highest fertility
rates, with women having an average of at least six children in their lifetimes.

Outside of sub-Saharan Africa, more women have electricity at home. In 13 ourt of
17 countries, more than 50 percent of households have electricity. Women are most likely to
have electricity in their households in Egypt, Jordan, and Trinidad and Tobago. While the
vast majority of households in Trinidad and Tobago, for example, have electricity (93 percent),
more than 75 percent of households in Sri Lanka are without elecrriciry.

The type of flooring in a house can reflect overall housing quality. Women living in
the sub-Saharan countries surveyed are most likely to have dirt floors in their houses. In 10
sub-Saharan countries, more than 60 percent of households have dirt flooring. Zimbabwe is
a notable exception, where dirt floors are relartively rare.

Outside of sub-Saharan Africa, dirt floors are less common. Women in Guatemala
and El Salvador are most likely to have dirt floors in their homes: At least 44 percent of
houses have dirt floors in these countries.

Access to piped water can affect the entire family’s health and well-being. Women
with access to piped water might spend less time fetching and carrying water. The water may
also be safer than sources such as rivers or lakes. Where safer water is available, food is less
likely to be contaminated and the family is at less risk of illness. In 12 countries, at least 70
percent of households have no access to piped water.

The type of twiler facilities used by a household also influences the family’s well-
being and risk of illness. Overall, women tend to be more likely to have access to some
type of toilet facility than electricity or piped water. In only two countries do more than 70

percent of households have no access to toilet facilities.
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EARNING MONEY For some women, paid employment means not just participation in the cash
economy, but greater autonomy within and outside the home. For many women, however,
earning money is also a necessity.

In the sub-Saharan region, the countries where women are most likely to work for cash
also have some of the most difficult living conditions. In 14 sub-Saharan countries, more than
25 percent of women report working for cash. The countries where cash employment among
women is most common have fertility rates of six or more children per woman.

Substantial numbers of women in the Latin American and Caribbean countries
also earn money. At least 20 percent of women in all of the countries surveyed reported
paid employment.

Women surveyed in the Asian and Near East countries, where cultural traditions
may be less supportive of women working, were least likely to report paid employment. Fewer

than 20 percent of women reported working for pay in all but two of the countries surveyed

in these regions.
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WOMEN'S ACCESS TO THE MASS MEDIA The mass media can give women, even those
in the most distant households, access to new ideas and information from the outside world.
In most countries, the mass media have been used to entertain, enlighten and effect behav-
ior change, conveying information on topics ranging from health and family planning
to agriculture.

For the majority of women in sub-Saharan Africa, radio is more important than
television or newspapers as a source of information and entertainment. /n 15 onut of 20
countries surveyed in sub-Saharan Africa, more than 40 percent of women listen to the radio
regularly.  Substantially fewer women in the region read newspapers or watch television.
Only in Namibia, Zambia, and Zimbabwe do 40 percent or more women report reading
newspapers regularly.

Women in the Asian and Near East countries surveyed are much more likely to
watch television regularly than those in sub-Saharan Africa. More than 60 percent of women
in six out of the 10 countries surveyed in Asia and the Near East report regularly watching
television. Substantial numbers of women in these countries also listen to the radio and read
newspapers. In the Philippines, 90 percent of women listen to the radio and 73 percent read
newspapers weekly.

In the Latin American and Caribbean countries surveyed, women are also likely to
get information from the mass media. More than half of women report either reading
a newspaper or watching television in nine of the 11 countries surveyed. Among all of the

countries surveyed, women in Latin America and the Caribbean were most likely to report

reading a newspaper weekly.
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REGION AND COUNTRY
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