Handout 5.1

Learning to Read DHS Tables and Figures
Use these tables and figures to follow along with the instructor’s PowerPoint slides as you practice decoding and interpreting DHS tables and figures.
Percent distribution:
Household composition (Ethiopia DHS 2011)
	Table 2.7  Household composition

	Percent distribution of households by sex of head of household and by household size, and mean size of household according to residence, Ethiopia 2011 

	Characteristic
	Residence
	Total

	
	Urban
	Rural
	

	
	
	
	

	Household headship
	
	
	

	Male
	64.2
	76.8
	73.9

	Female
	35.8
	23.2
	26.1

	
	
	
	

	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0

	
	
	
	

	Number of usual members
	
	
	

	0
	0.2
	0.1
	0.1

	1
	16.5
	5.0
	7.6

	2
	18.5
	9.9
	11.9

	3
	17.8
	14.2
	15.0

	4
	14.1
	16.0
	15.5

	5
	14.1
	16.9
	16.3

	6
	8.4
	14.0
	12.7

	7
	4.7
	10.4
	9.1

	8
	2.4
	7.3
	6.2

	9+
	3.3
	6.2
	5.5

	
	
	
	

	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0

	Mean size of households
	3.7
	4.9
	4.6

	
	
	
	

	Weighted number
	3,780
	12,922
	16,702

	Unweighted number
	5,112
	11,590
	16,702

	

	Note: Table is based on de jure household members, i.e., usual residents.

1 Foster children are those under age 18 living in households with neither their mother nor their father present.

2 Includes children with one dead parent and an unknown survival status of the other parent. 


Percentages from multiple responses:
Household assets (Uganda DHS 2011)

	Table 2.4  Household possessions

	Percentage of households possessing various household effects, means of transportation, agricultural land and livestock/farm animals by residence, Uganda 2011 

	Possession
	Residence
	Total

	
	Urban
	Rural
	

	
	 
	 
	 

	Household effects
	
	
	

	Radio
	71.8
	64.6
	66.0

	Television
	45.0
	4.9
	12.4

	Mobile telephone
	86.8
	53.1
	59.4

	Non-mobile telephone
	4.8
	0.7
	1.5

	Refrigerator
	19.7
	1.7
	5.1

	
	
	
	

	Means of transport
	
	
	

	Bicycle
	19.5
	41.1
	37.1

	Animal drawn cart
	0.3
	0.8
	0.7

	Motorcycle/scooter
	11.4
	7.1
	7.9

	Car/truck
	10.1
	1.6
	3.2

	Boat with a motor
	0.1
	0.4
	0.4

	Boat without a motor
	0.2
	1.0
	0.9

	
	
	
	

	Ownership of agricultural land
	44.2
	78.8
	72.3

	
	
	
	

	Ownership of farm animals1
	35.7
	67.7
	61.7

	Local cattle
	14.5
	23.2
	21.6

	Exotic/cross cattle
	3.9
	3.7
	3.7

	Horses/donkeys/mules
	0.1
	0.4
	0.4

	Goats
	17.6
	39.8
	35.7

	Sheep
	2.2
	8.6
	7.4

	Pigs
	7.1
	20.1
	17.7

	Chickens
	23.7
	51.2
	46.0

	
	
	
	

	Number
	1,691
	7,342
	9,033

	

	1 Cattle, cows, bulls, horses, donkeys, mules, goats, sheep, pigs, or chicken 

	


Medians:
Median age at first birth (Ethiopia DHS 2011)
	Table 5.10  Median age at first birth

	Median age at first birth among women age 20-49 and 25-49 years, according to background characteristics, Ethiopia 2011 

	Background 
characteristic
	Women age

	
	20-49
	25-49

	
	
	

	Residence
	
	

	Urban
	a
	20.5

	Rural
	19.2
	19.0

	
	
	

	Region
	
	

	Tigray
	19.3
	19.0

	Affar
	19.2
	19.0

	Amhara
	18.7
	18.1

	Oromiya
	19.5
	19.2

	Somali
	a
	20.2

	Benishangul-Gumuz
	18.7
	18.5

	SNNP
	a
	19.9

	Gambela
	19.7
	19.4

	Harari
	a
	20.3

	Addis Ababa
	a
	23.0

	Dire Dawa
	a
	21.6

	
	
	

	Education
	
	

	No education
	18.9
	18.8

	Primary
	a
	19.6

	Secondary or higher
	a
	24.1

	
	
	

	Wealth quintile
	
	

	Lowest
	19.2
	19.2

	Second
	19.1
	18.9

	Middle
	19.3
	19.0

	Fourth
	19.3
	18.8

	Highest
	a
	20.2

	
	
	

	Total
	19.6
	19.2

	

	a = Omitted because less than 50 percent of the women had a birth before reaching the beginning of the age group 

	


Rates: 
Early childhood mortality rates (Tanzania DHS 2010)
	
	Table 8.1  Early childhood mortality rates
	

	
	Neonatal, postneonatal, infant, child, and under-5 mortality rates for five-year periods preceding the survey, Tanzania 2010 
	

	
	Years preceding the survey
	Approximate calendar year
	Neonatal 
mortality 

(NN)
	Postneonatal 
mortality 

(PNN)1
	Infant mortality (1q0)
	Child mortality (4q1)
	Under-5 mortality (5q0)
	

	
	0-4
	2006 - 2010
	26
	25
	51
	32
	81 
	

	
	5-9
	2001 - 2005
	30
	41
	71
	37
	106 
	

	
	10-14
	1996 - 2000
	33
	62
	96
	53
	143
	

	
	
	

	
	1 Computed as the difference between the infant and neonatal mortality rates 
	

	
	
	


Figures:
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Figure 7.1
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Fertility preferences of women (Namibia DHS 2006-07)

Figures: 
Under-five mortality (Rwanda DHS 2010)
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Figures:
HIV prevalence by sex and age (Rwanda DHS 2010)
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  HIV Prevalence by Sex and Age
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Figure 14.1  HIV Prevalence by Sex and Age
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