6 Marriage and Sexual
Activity

There are several reasons why examining the marital
status of women, the age at initiation of marriage, sexual
activity, and any differences thereof, will give an insight
into women’s status and situation in any country. First,
women’s current marital status defines the set of persons
who are likely to influence the circumstances of their lives,
i.e., it defines who the important "others" are in their lives.
Also, different marital statuses are associated with different
sets of obligations, responsibilities, and rights for women.
The relevant "others” and the obligations, responstbilities,
and rights of women are likely to vary not only between
ever-married and never-married women, but also between
ever-married women who are currently married and those
who are currently divorced, separated, or widowed.

The difference in status associated with each marital
category varies greatly across societies with consequent
effects on women’s relative access to societal as well as
household resources. Only one generalization appears to
hold true: not only is "currently married” the most typical
marital status for women in the reproductive ages, but in
almost all countries, it is the one which is perhaps most
accepted and uniformly accorded higher prestige as com-
pared to the other marital statuses for women in the repro-
ductive ages. While the freedom to seek and obtain a
divorce is often used as an indicator of higher status for
women, not all societies, even if they accord women this
right, are as accepting of divorced women as they are of
married women or even divorced men. Widows, too, are
treated differently in different societies—revered in some,
and rejected and ostracized in others. While at the societal
level, the proportion of women remaining single through
childbearing ages may be seen as an indicator of women's
ability to remain autonomous in that society, at the individu-
al level, the treatment of never-married women above a cer-
tain marriageable age, both in terms of respect accorded and
access to resources, may vary from society to society,

Further, marriage itself is not uniguely defined across
cultures, and a given culture may sustain several different
"types" of marriages, each with its own degree of social and
legal acceptability. These variations in marriages can be
evaluated along at least two dimensions: the type of mar-
riage, forexample, legalized (through religious orcivil cere-
monies), consensual or informal; and its nature, i.e., whether
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it is monogamous or polygynous. These distinctions are
important because the amount of legal and societal recog-
nition and protection for women (and their children) in each
type of marriage differs across and within societies (Gage
and Bledsoe, 1994). Also, even in societies where polygyny
is acceptable, the status of women in polygynous unions
may differ, not only as compared to women in a moncta-
mous marriage, but also by their rank within their poly y-
nous marriage (Gage and Bledsoe, 1994; Murphy and
Bledsoe, 1986).

In addition, currently married women can also be dif-:
ferentiated in terms of the number of times they have been
married. Not all societies are equally accepting of remar-
riage for women. Consequently, the proportion of women
who are remarried in a society indirectly shows the ease
with which women can terminate marriages and initiate new
ones.

Another aspect of marriage which is often used as an
indicator of women’s status is the typical age at first mar-
riage for women. At the individual level, a low age at first -
marriage is positively associated with limited education and
early childbearing, These factors are, in turn, likely to nega-
tively affect women’s life chances, their autonomy, and
their health (Mason, 1986; Bledsoe and Cohen, 1993). At
the societal level, a low average age at first marriage im-
plies that women are allowed little autonomy, are expected
to remain subject to male authority, have strict controls
placed on their sexuality, and are valued mainly for their
reproductive capacity and homemaking. ability. (Dixon-
Mueller, 1993; Papanek,1989). The difference between age
at first marriage and age at first intercourse can be used as
an indicator of the degree of control on women’s sexuality
and the value placed on premarital virginity.

In this chapter, comparative data on several different
aspects of marriage are presented. To begin with, a compari-
son of countries is done according to median age at mar-
riage, and according to the distribution of all women and
women in selected age groups by different marital statuses.
Then, women in the different marital categories are com-
pared in terms of age, education, employment, socioeco-
nomic status as measured by the API, residential arrange-
ments, and household headship. Further, an examination is



carried out on how countries vary in terms of the proportion
of women who have been remarried and those who are in
polygynous unions. Finally, the link between sex and mar-
riage across countries is examined.

6.1 AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE AND DISTRIBU-
: TION OF WOMEN ACCORDING TO
MARITAL STATUS

For countries other than Malawi, the median age at
first marriage is estimated in the DHS country reports for
women age 25-49 years; for Malawi it is estimated for
women 20-49. There are only three countries (Colombia,
Namibia, and Peru) out of the 25 included in this compari-

son where the median age at first marriage for women is
above 21 years (Figure 6.1). The median age at first mar-
riage in Namibia is about 25 years, which is the highest for
all countries considered. For most of the remaining coun-
tries, the median age at marriage is between 18 and 21
years. Notably, however, there are seven sub-Saharan Afri-
can countries out of the 12 included, and two Asian coun-
tries {(Bangladesh and Indonesia) out of the five included,
where the median age at first marriage is below 18 years. In-
deed, in Bangladesh, it is as low as 14 years, and in Niger it
is 15 years, Clearly, in these countries, early marriage great-
ly restricts women’s alternative life opportunities, and if
associated with early childbearing, may pose several health
risks (Bledsce and Cohen, 1993).

Figure 6.1 Median age at first marriage for women age 25-49 years, Demographic and Health Surveys, 1990-1994
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In most DHS countries, marital status is categorized as
follows: married, living together, widowed, divorced, sepa-
rated/not living together and never married. Each of these
categories is specified as an answer to the question, "Are
you currently married or living with a man?" However, no
definition is provided to clarify the meaning of either "mar-
riage" or "living with a man," and the women’s self-classifi-
cation into any given category is accepted. Thus, while the
proportion of married women is known in most countries,
the type of marriage, and consequently, the legal and socie-
tal acceptance of the union is not always known. However,
it is probably safe to assume that when women classify
themselves as "currently living with a man” as opposed to
being "married," they are indicating that the relationship is
socially and legally less binding than marriage, and conse-
quently, has fewer legal protections built in.

Table 6.1 Women's marital status

As expected, more than half of the women between the
ages of 15-49 years are currently married or living with a
man in every country except Namibia (Table 6.1). In Nam-
ibia, only 42 percent of women in reproductive ages are
either currently married or living with a man compared to
over 50 percent who have never been married. As shown
later in this chapter and as noted by others (Westoff et al,,
1994), the "never-married" marital status for Namibian
women does not, in general, preclude either sexual activity
or childbearing. The Namibian marital pattern has been ex-
plained in terms of extensive labor migration and wide-
spread displacement of population resulting from the long
struggle for national independence (Kaitjuanjo et al., 1993).
In most other countries, never-married women formthe next -
largest marital category and account for at least one-fourth
of the women in reproductive ages.

Percent distribution of women 15-49 years by marital status, Demographic and

Health Surveys, 1990-1994

m Currently not in union
Married/
living Divorced/  Never
Country together Widowed separated married Total
Sub-Saharan Africa
Burkina Faso 83.8 1.6 1.1 13.5 6,354
Cameroon 74.1 2.5 4.8 18.6 3,871
Ghana 70.2 1.7 8.5 19.5 4,562
Kenya 61.4 31 5.3 30.2 1.540
Madagascar 59.7 24 11.1 26.8 6,260
Malawi 72.0 2.5 9.8 15.7 4.849
Namibia 41.7 1.4 55 51.4 5,419
Niger 85.5 1.2 2.8 10.5 6,503
Nigeria 78.4 24 2.0 17.2 8,781
Rwanda 57.8 4.1 6.1 321 6,550
Senegal 70.5 1.1 34 25.0 6,310
Zambia 63.1 2.3 9.2 254 7,060
North Africa
Egypt 65.3 3.6 14 29.6 14,015
Morocco 55.3 2.1 3.5 30.1 9,256
Asia/Near East
Bangladesh 79.4 3.5 2.4 148 11,138
Indonesia 68.2 2.8 31 259 30,933
Pakistan 711 1.8 1.0 26.2 8,953
Philippines 59.6 1.8 1.8 36.7 15,029
Turkey 64.6 1.5 1.0 329 9,712
Latin America/
Caribbean
Bolivia' 62.1 2.1 5.5 304 8,591
Brazil 569 i.8 7.4 339 6,223
Colombial 52.5 1.7 9.3 36.5 8,481
Dominican Republic 55.8 1.0 13.8 294 7,319
Paraguay 61.3 07 5.0 329 5,827
Peru 55.0 1.5 53 38.1 15,882

1 Excludes 0.1 percent of women with missing information on marital status
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Further, there are several countries where a fairly large
proportion of women are in unions which are not classified
as marriage (Table 6.2, column 1), Indeed, with the excep-
tion of Kenya, Malawi, Nigeria, the Philippines, Senegal,
and Zambia, at least 15 percent of women currently in union
are not married. In Colombia, the Dominican Republic,
Namibia, Peru, and Rwanda, by contrast, between one in
three and two in three women are currently in union but not
married. Thus, in these countries, womnen appear to be fairly
free (as already noted for Namibia) to form sexual unions
not based on traditional notions of marriage. While this re-
- veals a fair amount of sexual freedom, it raises issues about
protections and rights available to women in unions that
' may not be recognized by law.

Table 6.2 Cohabitation and separation status of women

Percentage of women that are "living together” of those grouped as
"married or living together," and percentage that are "separated” of
those grouped as "divorced or separated,” Demographic and Health
Surveys, 1990-1994

Living together Separated
status of those status of those
classified as classified
married or as divorced
Country living together or separated
Sub-Saharan Africa
Burkina Faso u 521
Cameroon 15.9 62.1
Ghana 16.5 34.2
Kenya 5.1 49.5
Madagascar 16.2 5.5
Malawi 4.5 30.7
Namibia 34.9 39.7
Niger U 9.3
Nigeria 9.5 45.6
Rwanda 41.2 U
Senegatl 0.2 6.5
Zambia 32 24.1
North Africa
Egypt U U
Morocco | U
Asia/Near East
Bangladesh U u
Indonesia U U
Pakistan U 74.5
Phifippines 8.7 894
Turkey U 237
Latin America/
Caribbean
Bolivia 22.1 84.0
Brazil 15.3 23.2
Colombia 38.4 99.8
Dominican Republic 59.7 84.2
Paraguay 23.0 98.6
Peru 321 92.6

U = Unknown (not avaiiable)

The proportion of women who are widows in any
country depends on factors such as differences in age-spe-
cific male and female mortality rates, spousal age differ-
ences, and the ease and speed with which widows are able
to remarry. Low differences in male and female mortality
rates, low spousal age differences, and the ability of wid-
owed women to remarry easily and quickly are usually
thought to reflect higher status for women and will result in
fewer widows in a population, especially in the reproductive
ages, at any given point in time. Widows, in general, form
a small proportion of all women in reproductive ages in all
countries considered (Table 6.1); nevertheless, their share
ranges from 0.7 percent of women in reproductive ages in
Paraguay, to two to six times as much in most other coun-
tries. Widows account for about 4 percent of all women in
the reproductive ages in Bangladesh, Egypt, and Rwanda,
which is higher than anywhere else.

Although in most countries divorced and separated
women form a relatively small proportion of all women in
the reproductive ages, there 1s great variability in their share
across countries. On the one end, there are the North Afri-
can and Asian countries, as well as Burkina Faso, Niger,

‘Nigeria and Senegal where divorced or separated women

account for 1-4 percent of women in the reproductive ages,
and on the other end there is Madagascar with 11 percent of
women divorced or separated and the Dominican Republic
with 14 percent. A large share of divorced or separated
women could imply that marriage is not so binding that
women cannot get out of bad marriages. However, without
an understanding of personal law in different countries and
without information on the circumstances of marriage disso-
Tution, it may be just that the laws make it easy to abandon
or divorce women and that divorced women have a difficult
time getting remarried.

Further, the factors which govern separation and di-
vorce are likely to be somewhat different. While dissolution
of the union underlies both states, a high proportion of sepa-
rated women is likely to indicate legal, religious, or eco-
nomic obstacles to marriage dissolution or a high proportion
of dissolved consensual unions. While a high proportion of
divorced women may indicate ease of legal dissolution of
marriage, it could also reflect difficulties in the remarriage
of divorced women, The second column in Table 6.2, shows
that the percent of women who are separated among those
classified as divorced or separated, ranges from 6 percent in
Madagascar to almost 100 percent in Colombia. Indeed, in
the Philippines and in most of the Latin American and
Caribbean countries, over 80 percent of women are sepa-
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rated among those classified as divorced or separated. This
may be due to religious sanctions against divorce in pre-
dominantly Catholic countries. Burkina Faso, Cameroon,
and Pakistan are the only other countries where more than
half of the women classified as divorced or separated are
actually separated.

The proportion of women in each marital status is age
dependent. In almost all populations, the proportion of mar-
ried women rises and the proportion of never-married wom-
en falls with age so that, typically, almost all women have
been married at least once by the end of the reproductive
years. In addition, the likelihood of being widowed typically
increases with age. In Table 6.3, women at the two ends of
the reproductive age group are studied and the proportions
in selected marital statuses are compared. A high proportion

Table 6.3 Marital status of women by age

of ever-married women among women who are 15-19 year:
is an indicator of low women’s status. This follows from the
fact that ideally women in this age group should be in the
process of receiving educational and other skills to empowe;
them for life both inside and outside marriage. Early mar-
riage also exposes women to elevated health risks associatec
with early childbirth. In addition, the proportion of womer
age 40-49 years who are not currently married is explorec
by whether they have never been married or are currently
divorced or widowed. A high proportion of never marriec
women in this age group suggests that sustainable options
other than marriage exist; however, the relationship between
the proportion of single women with women’s status is
ambiguous and likely to be dependent on the cultural
acceptance of single women in the reproductive ages.

Percentage of women 15-19 years and 40-49 years in selected marital statuses, Demographic and Health

Surveys, 1990-1994

15-19 years 40-49 years
Married/ Divorced/
living  separated/ Never Divorced/
Country together  widowed Total married Widowed separated Total
Sub-Saharan Africa
Burkina Faso 44,2 04 1,373 0.1 5.7 0.8 932
Cameroon 41.] 3.1 919 0.7 9.9 52 576
Ghana 20.0 24 803 0.0 50 113 761
Kenya 14.9 1.3 1,754 2.1 11.0 6.0 1,072
Madagascar 21.4 5.3 1,420 3.0 9.1 14.4 887
Malawi 358 53 1,082 0.4 58 164 855
Namibia 6.9 0.8 1,259 16.0 44 10.7 864
Niger 56.5 21 1,379 0.1 38 2.5 933
Nigeria 37.0 1.6 1,612 0.2 8.9 3.7 1,460
Rwanda 84 1.4 1,464 0.6 13.3 8.3 1,015
Senegal 28.8 0.8 1,426 04 2.5 3.8 960
Zambia 26.5 31 1,984 0.1 0.9 13.1 885
North Africa
Egypt 13.7 0.3 3,037 1.7 13.4 1.9 2,563
Morocco 11.8 0.7 2,145 1.6 9.1 4.5 1,412
Asia/Near East
Bangtladesh 4717 1.8 2,566 0.5 12.7 1.4 1,534
Indonesia 18.3 1.5 6,281 19 10.1 4.0 5,493
Pakistan 24.3 0.6 1,720 2.3 5.1 0.7 1,495
Philippines 74 0.3 3,158 5.7 6.2 2 2,707
Turkey 134 01 - 2,460 1.6 6.0 23 1,606
Latin America/
Caribbean
Bolivia 14.5 1.5 1,794 4.1 1.7 8.2 1,556
Brazil 15.2 1.8 1,395 6.1 6.1 10.7 1,203
Colombia 11.0 20 1,779 7.1 5.0 15.3 1,409
Dominican Republic 17.7 54 1,711 1.0 5.1 222 1,039
Paraguay 14.2 1.3 1,263 58 28 6.8 1,045
Peru 9.6 1.1 3477 5.4 4.8 9.4 2,74}




There are several countries, most of them in sub-Saha-
ran Africa, where between one-third and two-thirds of
women in the 15-19 years age group have already been mar-
ried. These countries are Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Malawi,
Niger and Nigeria in sub-Saharan Africa and Bangladesh in
Asia. In Ghana, Indonesia, Madagascar, Pakistan, Senegal,
and Zambia, about one-fifth to one-third of women in this
age group have been married. In the remaining countries, of
Africa and Asia, and in all of the Latin American and Carib-
bean countries, the proportion married is below 20 percent.
~ The Philippines and Namibia have the lowest percent of
ever married women in this age group (7 percent). In most
countries, at least 1 percent of the 15-19 year old women
. have not only been married but have also been divorced,
separated or widowed. This proportion is as high as 5 per-

cent in the Dominican Republic, Madagascar, and Malawi.

As expected, the proportion of women age 40-49 who
are never-married is very low in most countries. The only
exceptions are Namibia with 16 percent and Brazil, Colom-
bia, Paraguay, Peru, and the Philippines with 5-7 percent of
women age 40-49 who have never been married. The pro-
portions currently widowed are typically below 10 percent
in all countries except Bangladesh, Egypt, Kenya, and
Rwanda where between 10 and 14 percent of women in
reproductive ages are widowed. Notably, the only countries
with less than 5 percent of women widowed are Namibia,
Niger, Paraguay, and Senegal. Finally, in only some sub-
Saharan African and Latin American countries does the per-
cent of women who are divorced or separated exceed 10
percent of all women age 40-49 years. These countries are
Brazil, Colombia, Ghana, Madagascar, Malawi, Namibia,
and Zambia where currently divorced or separated women
constitute 10 to 16 percent of all women in reproductive
ages, and the Dominican Republic where one out of every
five women in this age group is either divorced or separated.
While there are some countries in Asia where the proportion
of widowed women is relatively high, there are none where
the proportion of currently divorced or separated women is
" high.

6.2 DEMOGRAPHIC AND SOCIOECONOMIC
PROFILES OF WOMEN ACCORDING
TO MARITAL STATUS

In this section, women of each marital status are com-
pared on several demographic and socioeconomic indicators
with two objectives in mind: first, to explore how women of
different marital statuses differ within and across countries,

and second, to focus on divorced and widowed women to
better understand what their characteristics are across coun-
tries and the circumstances in which they live,

The distributions of women in each of the four marital
categories of married/living together, divorced/separated,
widowed, and never married across the four age categories
15-19 years, 20-29 years, 30-39 years and 40-49 years are
represented in graphical form. The 25 countries included in
this report generally reveal two different age distributions
with small variations around these patterns. These patterns
are represented in Figures 6.2a and 6.2b using the data for
the country that best represents each pattern.

The data for Kenya (Figure 6.2a) represent the age dis-
tribution patterns of women in each marital status found in
the Dominican Republic and in all the sub-Saharan African
countries except Namibia, Nigeria, Rwanda, and Senegal.
Figure 6.2a also represents the age distributions of women
in Bangladesh, Indonesia and Pakistan for the three marital
statuses for which data are available in these countries. Spe-
cifically, the age distributions in these countries of currently
married and currently divorced women are very similar: for
women in both marital statuses, the age group 20-29 ac-
counts for the largest share, and the 30-39 age group
accounts for the next largest share; whereas, those 40-49
have a relatively smailer share and the share of those 15-19
is the least. By contrast, the share of each age group rises
among the widowed, though not always linearly with age,
and falls among the never-married women. Thus, in these
couritries, a currently divorced or a currently married wom-
an is most likely to be 20-29 years old, whereas, a widowed
woman is most likely to be 40-49 years of age and a never
married woman will typically be 15-19 years of age. Sene-
gal differs from this pattern only in that, among widows, the
share of the 40-49 year old women is slightly lower than the
share of the 30-39 year old women.

In the Philippines (Figure 6.2b), the widowed women
again have an age distribution which rises with age, and the
never-married women have an age distribution which falls
with age. However, the age of the typical married or di-
vorced woman is 30-39 years old. Other countries that have
age distributions according to marital status similar to the
Philippines are Bolivia, Egypt (only marital categories for
which data are available), Peru, and Rwanda. In addition,
Turkey (which has no data for never-married women) dif-
fers from this pattern in that, the share of each age group
among the divorced/separated women actually rises with
age, i.e., a divorced woman in Turkey is most like;ly to be
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Figure 6.2a Age distribution of women by marital status, Kenya Demographic and Health Survey, 1993
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Figure 6.2b Age distribution of women by marital status, Philippines National Demographic Survey, 1993
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40-49 years of age. Namibia differs from this pattermn mainly
in the age distribution of never-married women—the never-
married women are slightly more likely to be 20-29 than
they are to be 15-19 years of age.

Finally, Brazil, Colombia, Morocco, Nigeria, and Para-
guay all vary from these two patterns in that the age distri-
butions of the divorced/separated women and currently mar-
ried women do not follow each other as closely as the pat-
terns in Figures 6.2a and 6.2b. In these countries, the age
group accounting for the largest share of married women
and divorced/separated women is either 20-29 years or 30-
39 years.

Notably, the share of the 40-49 age group among the
widowed ranges between a low of 35 percent in Senegal to
a high of 72 percent in the Dominican Republic (Appendix
Tabie A.3). However, in most countries, widows who are
40-49 years old account for about one- half of all widows
between the ages of 15-49 years. This implies that one-half
of widows in the reproductive ages are young—most of
them being between the ages of 20 and 40 years. Note, how-
ever, that these proportions would undoubtedly change if
marital status data for women above the age of 50 years
were available.

In Table 6.4, the education and employment of women
of different marital statuses are compared. The first two col-
umns for each marital status category show the percent of
women in that marital status category that have some educa-
tion and the percent that are employed for cash. Inter-
estingly, among the countries for which data are available
for the never-married women, the percent of women who
have some education is always highest among the never-
married (except in Burkina Faso) and lowest among the
widowed (except in Colombia, Malawi, and Senegal). Also,
in most countries, a higher percent of divorced/separated
women have some education as compared with currently
married women. By contrast, the highest percent employed
for cash are found either among the divorced/separated (in
11 countries) or among the widowed (also in 11 countries).
Only in Rwanda are married women the most likely to be
employed for cash.

Divorced/separated women are most likely to have
some education and be employed for cash in 18 of the 23
countries for which these data are available. In another four
countries, Madagascar, Malawi, Namibia, and the Philip-
pines, only widows are more likely than the divorced/sepa-
rated women to be educated and working for cash. Rwanda,

again, is the exception with never-married and currently
married women more likely to be employed for cash and
more likely to have some education.

In the last column of Table 6.4, stricter criteria are ap-
plied in terms of both education and employment: the per-
cent of women in each marital status that have secondary
education and are employed in the modern sector is calcu-
lated. First, not surprisingly, the proportion of women who
meet these criteria falls greatly across all marital statuses as
compared to the percent that meet the more liberal criteria
of some education with employment for cash. Secondly, the
rankings across marital statuses change again. In about half
of the countries, divorced/separated or widowed women are
more likely to have secondary education and be employed
in the modem sector; in the other half of the countries,
either the married or never-married women are equally or
more [ikely to meet these criteria. Never-married women ap-
pear to more easily meet educational requirements due to a
combination of two factors: 1) they are likely to be younger
than women in other marital statuses, and 2) women in
younger cohorts are more educated than those in older co-
horts due to intergenerational improvements in education.

The finding that widowed and divorced women are
more likely in several countries to be working for cash
could imply that these women have to work out of neces-
sity. However, the fact that these women also rank high in
most countries in combinations involving work and at least
some education suggests that divorced/separated women
and perhaps even widowed women may indeed be some-
what more empowered.

Table 6.5 gives the percent distribution of women in
each marital status across values of the API. In this table,
the HIGH and MEDIUM categories of the API are collapsed
since a large number of cells in the HIGH API category are
empty which makes comparison difficult.

By comparing the share of women by marital status at
each level of the AP, it is possible to tell which marital stat-
us is better represented at the upper and lower ends of the
API scale. In every country (except Bolivia and Namibia)
where data are available for never-married women, never-
married women are more likely to be found in the HIGH
and MEDIUM-HIGH AFPI levels than women of any other
marital status. However, never-married women are simulta-
neously least likely to be found in the MEDIUM and LOW
API levels in only Cameroon, Morocco, Niger, Nigeria, the
Philippines, Senegal, Zambia, and in most of the Latin
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Table 6.4 Women's education and employment by marital status

Percentage of women having different combinations of education and employment according to marital status, Demographic and Health Surveys, 1990-1994

Currently married/living together Widowed Divorced/separated Never married
Secondary Secondary Secondary Secondary
education education education education
Some and Some and Some and Some and
educa- modern educa- modern educa- modern educa-  modern
tionand  sector tionand  sector tionand  sector tionand  sector
Some Employed employed occupa- Some Employed employed occupa- Some Employed employed occupa- Some Employed employed occupa-

Country education forcash for cash tion  education forcash forcash tion education forcash for cash tion education forcash for cash tion

Sub-Saharan Africa
Burkina Faso 13.1 517 74 09 12.8 62.8 94 1.0 46.0 64.6 215 34 40.0 378 9.7 0.6
Cameroon 520 478 233 29 429 67.0 255 33 69.0 56.0 371 51 90.5 16.5 136 19
Ghana 576 69.9 435 25 50.0 84.6 41.0 38 733 75.9 549 34 89.0 221 193 21
Kenya 17.1 4.7 36.1 5.2 471 50.2 287 23 78.6 579 443 32 96.3 26.1 244 35
Madagascar 78.2 720 56.7 31 ni 87.2 63.5 27 T72.1 771 58.0 23 89.7 56.8 504 14
Malawi 480 232 14.0 1.0 532 39.6 28.7 1.2 4717 31.8 16.5 09 78.5 19.5 15.3 12
Namibia 1.5 342 286 123 74.0 313 344 1.1 7717 40,2 336 24 932 210 194 6.3
Niger 1.7 384 3.0 0.5 35 451 1.5 04 18.7 386 8.7 0.9 323 283 6.7 1.1
Nigeria 330 51.1 17.3 1.9 250 514 14.1 10 58.2 52.6 285 4.1 883 204 154 57
Rwanda 539 60.8 338 1.5 436 545 252 10 50.0 573 296 04 81.3 52.1 414 1.2
Senegal 16.1 44.1 6.7 09 309 412 132 59 390 57.7 239 52 557 2938 15.2 13
Zambia 80.6 47.5 40.1 4.1 69.2 624 48.7 80 314 59.3 50.2 6.6 93.0 249 232 35

North Africa
Egypt 523 15.2 114 92 41.1 21.7 123 53 46.2 264 15.6 95 3] U u U
Morocco 23.1 12.7 6.0 35 158 26.0 71 1.5 349 336 14.3 40 57.1 188 119 3.1

Asia/Near East
Bangladesh 43.2 12.8 47 0.6 242 329 7.1 0.5 233 36.2 74 04 §) U U U
Indonesia 81.7 ] U 39 64.1 3] U 24 76.2 U U 1.7 U U U U
Pakistan 20.7 12.0 24 1.0 189 29.5 2.1 0.0 280 247 6.0 0.1 U U U u
Philippines 973 386 378 83 959 629 60.6 93 97.0 60.5 58.9 2.0 93.9 354 350 98
Turkey 73.0 u u 39 59.3 U U 28 84.1 U U 14.6 U U U U

Latin America/

Caribbean
Bolivia 84.2 432 377 15 67.7 76.4 56.7 9.0 903 751 67.8 14.3 96.4 3490 326 6.8
Brazil 754 423 324 6.7 59.2 60.9 334 50 738 67.3 494 78 93.0 426 396 8.2
Colombia 94.3 332 317 10.4 970 46.9 459 6.5 94.] 61.1 513 12.8 98.4 36.9 36.2 114
Dominican Republic 92.2 374 352 9.1 895 50.6 4.2 15.1 932 50.2 473 104 988 312 3190 13.0
Paraguay 96.9 316 310 6.3 (94.9) (65.4) (64.3) (14.4) 974 69.1 674 79 98.2 379 374 8.1
Peru 90.8 136 404 14.6 84.1 70.3 59.7 13.8 933 722 67.5 19.2 989 399 39.5 16.2

Note: Modern sector occupations include all professional, technical, managerial, and clerical occupations. Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49 cases,

U = Unknown (not available)



Table 6.5 Women's marital status according to APl level

Percent distribution of women age 15-49 within each marital status by the Amenities and
Possessions Index (API) level, Demographic and Health Surveys, 1990-1994

API level
High/
Medium-
Country Marital status High Medium Low Total
Sub-Saharan
Africa :

Burkina Faso Married/living together 6.0 91.6 24 100.0
Widowed 6.7 933 0.0 100.0
Divorced/separated 17.6 82.3 0.0 100.0
Never married 19.0 79.1 1.8 100.0

Cameroon Married/living together 19.5 757 4.8 100.0
Widowed 1.7 80.1 8.1 160.0
Divorced/separated 20.3 74.7 5.0 100.0
Never married 34.9 63.3 1.8 100.0

Ghana Married/living together 15.0 78.4 6.6 100.0
Widowed 101 88.6 1.3 100.0
Divorced/separated 9.5 85.1 54 100.0
Never married 254 71.1 3.5 100.0

Kenya Married/living together 6.5 84.5 9.0 100.0
Widowed 32 784 184 100.0
Divorced/separated 3.8 88.6 5.5 100.0
Never married 12.9 82.2 49 100.0

Madagascar  Married/living together 51 63.1 31.8 100.0
Widowed 39 57.8 38.3 100.0
Divorced/separated 2.6 57.9 394 100.0
Never married 9.5 635.3 25.1 100.0

Matawi Marriedfliving together 1.5 95.3 32 100.0

‘ Widowed 1.3 93.1 5.6 100.0
Divorced/separated 0.3 94.2 5.5 100.0

Never married 3.1 92.6 4.2 100.0

Namibia Married/living together 274 65.3 7.2 100.0
: Widowed 19.8 73.7 6.6 100.0
Divorced/separated 19.6 67.7 126 100.0

Never married 24.1 70.9 5.0 100.0

Niger - Married/living together 4.1 94.4 1.5 100.0
Widowed 4.1 92.1 3.8 100.0
Divorced/separated 9.0 89.5 1.6 100.0
Never married 14.0 85.1 0.9 100.0

Nigeria Married/living together 15.2 74.3 104 100.0
Widowed 9.8 69.5 - 20.7 100.0
Divorced/separated 213 66.1 12.6 100.0
Never married 32,0 60.6 74 100.0

Rwanda Married/living together 09 95.5 3.6 100.0
Widowed 0.5 88.8 10.7 100.0
Divorced/separated 0.5 89.3 10.2 100.0
Never married 2.5 94.1 34 100.0

Senegal Married/living together 18.2 81.0 09 100.0
Widowed 294 69.1 1.5 100.0
Divorced/separated 289 70.5 0.5 100.0
Never married 388 60.9 - 04 100,0

Zambia Married/living together 11.3 71.6 il1.2 100.0
Widowed 10.3 81.8 79 100.0
Divorced/separated 8.3 80.5 11.3 100.0
Never married 219 71.5 6.7 100.0

6%
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Table 6, 5—Continued

AP level
High/
Medium-
Country Marital Status High Medium Low Total
North Africa
Egypt Married/living together 67.1 328 0.1 100.0
Widowed 51.7 48.1 0.1 100.0
Divorced/separated 537 46.2 0.0 100.0
Never married u U U NA
Morocco Married/living together 47.8 496 26 100.0
Widowed 42.1 52.8 5.1 100.0
Divorced/separated 56.1 41.2 2.8 100.0
Never married 58.7 396 1.7 100.0
Asia/Near East
Bangladesh Married/living together 54 93.8 0.8 100.0
Widowed 5.0 93.9 1.1 100.0
Divorced/separated 6.1 92.7 1.3 100.0
Never married U U u NA
Indonesia Marriedfliving together 22.9 721 5.0 100.0
Widowed 15.1 74.8 6.1 100.0
Divorced/separated 25.9 66.8 7.3 100.0
Never married U U U NA
Pakistan Married/living together 203 75.8 30 100.0
Widowed 246 74.9 0.5 100.0
Divorced/separated 214 76.3 22 100.0
Never married §) U U NA
Philippines Marsied/living together 245 70.5 5.1 100.0
Widowed 277 68.7 35 100.0
Divorced/separated 58 ‘61.5 27 100.0
Never married 437 542 2.1 100.0
Turkey Married/living together 805 19.3 0.1 100.0
Widowed 76.2 238 0.0 100.0
Divorced/separated 85.4 14.6 0.0 100.0
Never married U U u NA
Latin America/
Caribbean
Bolivia Married/living together 418 54.5 3.7 100,0
Widowed 342 59.8 6.0 100.0
Divorced/separated 576 41.1 13 100.0
Never married 55.1 422 28 100.0
Brazil Married/living together 48.3 49.1 2.7 100.0
Widowed 467 50.9 23 100.0
Divorced/separated 554 414 32 100.0
Never married 62.4 357 1.9 100.0
Colombia Married/living together 70.6 289 05 100.0
Widowed 66.1 339 0.0 100.0
Diverced/separated 73.3 26.0 0.7 100.0
Never married 820 17.9 0.1 100.0
Dominican Rep. Married/living together 532 452 1.7 100.0
Widowed 66.0 327 1.3 100.0
Divorced/separated 62.2 36.5 1.3 100.0
Never married 724 271 0.5 100.0
Paraguay Marrted/living together 61.2 389 0.0 100.0
Widowed {62.4) (37.7 (0.0) 100.0
Divorced/separated 65.9 34.2 0.0 100.0
Never married 68.7 313 0.1 100.0
Peru Married/living together 58.6 38.1 33 100.0
Widowed 52.6 37.8 9.6 100.0
Divorced/separated 61.1 354 3.5 100.0
Never married 716 21.5 0.9 100.0

Note: Figures in parentheses are based on less than 50 cases.

U = Unknown (not available)
NA = Not applicable



American and Caribbean countries. Thus, only in these
countries do never-married women unequivocally have a
higher sociceconomic living standard than women in other
marital statuses.

Widows are economically worse off than women in
other marital statuses. They are most likely to be found in
the LOW category of the API in nine countries. Divorced/
separated women are worse off in the same sense in only
two countries: Namibia and Zambia. In addition, in Mada-
gascar and Malawi, both widowed and divorced/separated
women are worse off than married and never-married
women.

Interestingly, there are several countries where a high-
er proportion of divorced/separated women have a better
living standard than fiot only widowed women but also mar-
ried women. This appears to be mostly true of women in
Bolivia, Burkina Faso, Paraguay, the Philippines, and
Turkey, and partially true of women in Bangladesh, Brazil,
Cameroon, Indonesia, Morocco, Niger, Nigeria, and Peru.

Finally, in Table 6.6, women in different marital stat-
uses are compared in terms of their living arrangements,
whether they have a child of their own under age 10 living
with them, and whether they are household heads. The liv-

Table 6.6 Living arrangements and household headship by women’s marital status

Percentage of women 15-49 years who are regular household residents in terms of living arrangements and household head-
ship by marital status, Demographic and Health Surveys, 1990-1994

Currently married/
living together Widowed Divorced/Separated Never married
Living Living Living Living
arrangement  Has arrangement  Has arrangement  Has arangement  Has
child child child child
Alone less Alone  less Alone  less Alone less
with than House- with than House- with  than House- with  than House-
chil- 10 hold chil- 10 hold chil- 10 hold chil- 10 hold
Country Alone dren years head Alone dren years head ‘Adone dren years head Alone dren years head
Sub-Saharan Africa
Burkina Faso 62 09 816 20 05 128 756 434 138 21 486 262 01 06 32 10
Cameroon 07 12 723 40 95 156 520 667 1105 107 551 347 20 L3 153 50
Ghana 22 181 B8L3 276 90 397 582 897 107 404 645 719 98 22 57 126
Kenya .05 107 832 197 41 244 714 828 91 146 649 469 35 20 170 73
Madagascar 03 18 774 38 28 219 603 752 63 191 661 454 18 21 178 6.1
Malawi 06 54 761 87 40 368 756 771 54 295 673 595 07 13 84 37
Namibia 02 23 717 97 00 86 661 389 16 44 562 302 10 1.8 323 78
Niger 02 1.1 754 23 07 146 658 474 48 79 531 219 04 01 58 07
Nigeria 02 14 787 29 45 282 6l4 717 67 195 574 456 33 07 32 54
Rwanda 01 19 872 40 20 303 786 903 10 164 705 3483 02 09 173 17
Senegal 01 07 803 46 31 77 632 277 15 34 603 152 02 01 95 07
Zambia 00 04 785 18 14 104 714 578 35 134 597 398 06 09 160 30
North Africa
Egypt 00 01 786 05 30 148 406 725 24 36 334 238 U U U U
Morocco 61 1.0 780 31 31 108 409 687 74 48 350 261 01 01 €O 09
Asia/Near East
Bangladesh 00 17 754 37 42 205 355 525 17 87 383 182 U u U U
Indonesia 01 03 714 10 58 102 349 694 55 89 1337 341 U U u U
Pakistan 01 L1 787 28 01 162 594 433 00 05 523 65 U U U U
Philippines 00 03 779 25 16 133 457 675 16 102 540 356 05 02 08 26
Turkey 00 03 661 12 43 108 325 736 13 84 325 399 U U U U
Latin America/
Caribbean
Bolivia 02 25 823 41 35 288 569 R49 33 215 622 533 19 17 94 59
Brazil 01 14 729 30 07 185 505 916 39 185 592 466 09 07 6.0 32
Colombia 02 11 726 36 22 136 497 633 18 157 552 464 10 06 B3 40
Dominican Republic 03 17 670 67 05 98 156 830 32 113 513 391 01 03 19 17
Paraguay 00 03 791 L1 (31 (189 (449 (79.1) 18 134 616 422 09 13 128 43
Peru 00 06 789 1.8 13 197 492 704 16 132 603 449 06 04 55 22

Note: Figures in parentheses are based on 25-50 cases,

U = Unknown (not available)
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ing arrangements considered are “living alone,” "living
alone with children," and (the category omitted from the
table) "living with other adults with or without children.”

As expected, a very small percentage of currently mar-
ried women are living alone or with children only. Never-
theless, it is notable that almost one in five currently married
women in Ghana and one in ten in Kenya are living alone
with children. Indeed, most women whether divorced/sepa-
rated, widowed or never-married do not live alone or alone
with children. Ghana is the only country where more than
50 percent of divorced/separated women live atone or with
children; and, also in Ghana, more than half of widowed and
never-married women live with other adults with or without
children, "

However, if divorced/separated and widowed women
are not living with other adults then they are living alone
with children. Only in Burkina Faso where 14 percent of di-
vorced/separated women live alone and in Morocco where
about 7 percent of divorced women live alone do more di-
vorced women live alone than with children only. The per-
cent of divorced/separated women living only with children
ranges from over 40 percent in Ghana to less than 1 percent
in Pakistan. In most countries other than the Asian and
North African ones, more than 10 percent of divorced wom-
en live only with children,

The percent of widowed women living alone never
rises above 10 percent in any country. However, the percent
of widowed women living only with children ranges from
a high of about 40 percent in Ghana to about 8 percent in
Senegal with about 10 or more percent of widows in all
countries other than Namibia and Senegal living only with
children. Notably also, a higher proportion of widowed than
divorced/separated women live only with children exceptin
Brazil, Colombia, the Dominican Republic, Ghana, and
Zambia,

In Table 6.6, the third column under each marital stat-
us gives the percent of women who have at least one child
under age 10 living with them. Currently married women
are more likely than women in any other marital status to
have a child less than 10 years old living with them. How-
ever, at least 50 percent of currently divorced/separated and
widowed women have a young child living with them in
most countries. Thus, although widowed and divorced/sepa-
rated women are less likely than currently married women
to have a young child living with them, in the majority of
countries they are more likely to have a young child living
with them than not.

72

Notably, in Namibia, about one-third of all never-mar-
ried women have a child less than 10 years living with them
Also, the percent of never-married women with a child less
than 10 living with them is between 15 and 20 percent ir
Cameroon, Kenya, Madagascar, and Zambia, and betweer,
5 and 13 percent in Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Ghana
Malawi, Niger, Paraguay, Peru, Rwanda, and Senegal. This
implies that a fairly significant proportion of never-married
women in most countries, other than those of Asia and
North Africa, have young children residing with them.

Finally, widowed women, perhaps as a function of
having a higher average age, are much more likely than
women of any other marital status to be household heads.
The proportion of widows that are household heads ranges
from about 28 percent in Senegal to 92 percent in Brazil and
exceeds two-thirds of all widows in 17 countries. Divorced/
separated women are also more likely than currently mar-
ried or never-married women to be household heads. The
percent of divorced women that are household heads ranges
from 72 percent in Ghana and 60 percent in Malawi to alow
of 7 percent in Pakistan. However, in the majority of coun-
tries, between 25 and 50 percent of divorced women are
household heads.

6.3 PROFILES OF WOMEN WHO HAVE BEEN
MARRIED MORE THAN ONCE

The data on the number of times women have been
married is gathered using a single question in the marriage
section of the DHS core questionnaire as follows: "Have
you been married or lived with a man only once or more,
than once?" All women who say they are married or living:
with a man currently or have ever been married or ever lived!
with a man are asked this question. In general, no informa-
tion is available on the number of earlier marriages or on the
reasons why earlier marriages ended.

Countries vary greatly in terms of the proportion of:
ever-married women that have been married more than
once. Note that the proportion of women married more than
once reflects not only the level of marital dissolution, but,
also the feasibility of remarriage. Pakistan and Turkey, with:
less than 3 percent of ever-married women married more.
than once, have the lowest percent of women who have been
remarried followed closely by Bangladesh, Egypt, Kenya,
and the Philippines (last column of Table 6.7). While most-
other countries have between 10 and 30 percent of ever-
married women who have been married more than once, in.
the Dominican Republic, Ghana, and Malawi, about one-



Table 6.7 Women who have been married more than once by selected characteristics

Percentage of ever-married women who have been married more than once by residencé, age, cusrent mnarital status,
education, and employment, Demographic and Health Surveys, 1990-1994

Current
Current employment status
marital status Education
Working,
Married/ Di- Second-Work-  but
Residence Age (years) living vorced/ ary ing not  Not
10-  Wid- sepa- Pri- or for for work-
Country Urban Rural 15-19 20-2% 30-39 40-49 gether owed rated None mary more cash cash  ing  Total
Sub-Saharan Africa
Burkina Faso 147 153 50 108 201 239 151 136 268 154 152 127 168 160 129 152
Cameroon 259 265 151 225 321 326 260 21.1 339 331 197 210 28.8 250 235 263
Ghana 329 309 67 201 381 474 307 329 381 277 361 220 347 233 246 316
Kenya 74 76 47 55 18 120 70 130 0% ikl 78 26 16 71 76 1§
Madagascar 240 307 116 236 347 1397 284 241 364 435 286 171 305 367 230 295
Malawi u u 96 241 390 483 309 350 382 373 2721 96 333 399 312 319
Namibia 199 194 46 167 199 245 188 178 263 253 214 130 188 180 202 196
Niger 31,5 292 105 254 375 420 292 354 379 303 224 163 324 247 281 296
Nigeria 1.7 159 34 115 187 210 149 174 163 182 98 66 168 128 134 150
Rwanda 154 175 120 112 192 248 145 334 337 203 157 69 165 191 110 174
Senegal 250 198 21 142 269 345 211 309 286 227 166 158 242 245 191 216
Zambia 165 273 3.1 156 292 394 216 220 263 322 229 100 232 272 205 222
North Africa
Egypt 50 57 07 34 57 84 49 85 192 75 52 18 53 51 55 54
Morocco 120 134 22 75 141 191 117 262 227 149 67 53 157 138 122 1238
Asta/Near East
Bangtadesh 53 15 37 70 91 7% 67 134 171 95 55 18 102 223 65 13
Indonesia 124 176 42 94 172 276 154 234 256 256 170 43 178 U 148 161
Pakistan 20 25 02 20 23 35 23 37 3838 25 11 19 38 18 21 23
Philippines 48 58 16 28 53 86 52 54 88 105 78 33 57 67 49 53
Turkey 24 29 05 0% 31 45 23 56 130 37 21 23 29 U 24 26
Latin America/
Caribbean
Bolivia g6 65 10 46 91 113 71 89 148 87 92 58 97 58 62 17
Brazil 153 107 24 119 155 156 125 136 217 199 126 70 143 44 133 136
Colombia 123 175 40 11.7 142 178 126 183 194 283 165 90 133 235 138 137
Dominican Republic 334 344 160 291 387 404 319 405 404 512 389 213 363 233 325 337
Paraguay 86 76 54 65 B85 105 72 74 2001 99 99 40 95 80 74 82
Pern 90 88 11 57 104 122 84 93 148 139 7 69 109 81 71 90

U = Unknown (not available)

third of all ever-married women have been married more
than once,

In most countries, the extent of remarriage does not
differ by area of residence. Only in' Colombia, Indonesia,
Madagascar, and Zambia does the share of remarried wom-
en among ever-married rural women exceed by more than
5 percentage points their share among urban ever-married
women. In Brazil and Senegal, the difference in the share of
remarried women is also about 5 percentage points by resi-
dence, but remarried women constitute a higher proportion
of urban than rural ever-married women,

Furthermore, as expected, in all countries the share of
remarried women rises with age. Remarriage by the age of
40-49 years is most common among the countries in sub-
Saharan Africa. With the exception of Kenya, where only 12
percent of women in this age group are remarried, in all
other sub-Saharan African countries, the percent of
remarried women age 40-49 ranges from 21 percent in
Nigeria to 47 percent in Ghana. By contrast, less than 10
percent of women in this age group have remarried in
Bangladesh, Egypt, Pakistan, the Philippines, and Turkey.
The only Asian country where remarriage appears relatively
common is Indonesia, where 28 percent of women in the
40-49 year age group have been married more than once. In
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most of the Latin American and Caribbean countries, 10-20
pe —ent of women are remarried in the oldest age group; the
0 . =xception isthe Dominican Republic, where 40 percent
o 2r-married women in this age group have been married
more than once.

Interestingly, women who have been remarried ac-
count for a higher proportion of currently divorced/sepa-
rated women than currently married women in every coun-
try. Even widowed women are more likely to have been re-
married than currently married women in most countries.
This implies that women who are currently married tend to
have been married only once as compared to women who
are currently divorced/separated or widowed. This finding
may be due, in part, to the fact that the question on number
of marriages includes not just marriage but also living with
a man (without marriage). Everything else being the same,
divorced/separated and currently widowed women are likely
to have a greater opportunity provided by the dissolution of
their marriage to have lived with a man after their marriage
ended. Further, there may be formerly married women who
are currently living with a man who answer "divorced/sepa-
rated” or "widowed" to the question on marital status be-
cause of what they perceive their current marital status to
be; yet, when answering the question on number of times
married or living with 2 man, they count the fact that they
are currently living with a man. This anomaly may also in-
crease the proportions of women who report being married
more than once among currently divorced/separated and
widowed women as compared to currently married women.

In most countries, the share of remarried women varies
inversely with education so that remarriage appears to be
more common among those with no or low education than
among those with secondary or higher education, Only in
Cameroon, Pakistan, and Turkey is remarriage higher
among women with no education and higher education than
it is among women with primary education. Nonetheless,
even in these countries, women with no education are more
likely to have been remarried than women with higher edu-
cation. Bolivia and Ghana are the only countries where
remarriage is highest among women with primary educa-
tion. This overall negative association of remarriage with
education may be a spurious resuit via the association of
both variables with age. Since remarriage rises with age, and
education is lower among those who are older, remarriage
and education may appear to be negatively related.

Finally, in 13 countries remarried women make up a
higher share of ever-married women working for cash than
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those either not working or not working for cash. In an addi-
tional eight countries, remarried wornen comprise a higher
proportion of all women working without cash earnings than
women working with cash earnings or those not working at
all. Thus, in general, remarried women are more highly
represented among women who work than among those
who do not.

These data do not tell anything conclusive about the
status of remarried women. On the one hand, in most coun-
tries, working women are more likely to be remarried than
nonworking women, suggesting greater antonomy for such
women; on the other hand, women working without cash are
also the ones more likely in several countries to have ever
remarried as compared with nonworking women. Also re-
marriage appears more common among women with low
rather than high education. These latter two factors are like-
ly to negatively affect the status and autonomy of remarried
women.

6.4 PROFILES OF WOMEN IN POLYGYNOUS
UNIONS

Table 6.8 presents data on women who are in polygy-
nous unions for countries where information on polygyny is
available, Polygyny is most prevalent in Burkina Faso
where over 50 percent of currently married women are in
polygynous unions. Nigeria and Senegal have at least 40
percent and Cameroon and Niger have over one-third of
women in such unions. Polygyny is least common in Mada-
gascar, Morocco, and Pakistan where 5 percent or less of
currently married women are in polygynous unions.

Polygyny is more of a rural than an urban phenomenon
in all countries except Niger. The percent of women who are
in polygynous unions rises with age so that older women are
more likely to be in polygynous unions than younger wom-
en in all countries except Madagascar. Education is also
negatively associated with being in a polygynous union: in
several countries, the share of women in polygynous unions
among currently married women with no education is at
least twice as high as among those with secondary and high-
er education.

In all countries except Madagascar, Morocco, and
Namibia, women in polygynous unions account for a higher
proportion of working than nonworking women; however,
in half of the countries where polygyny is practiced, women
in polygynous unions constitute a higher proportion of



Table 6.8 Women in polygynous unions by selected characteristics

Percentage of currently married women in polygynous unions by residence, age, education, and employment, Demographic and

Health Surveys, 1990-1994

Current
employment status
Education Work-
Work-  ing,
Residence Age Second- ing butnot Total
aryor for for Not polygy-
Country Urban Rural 15-19 20-29 30-35 40-49 None Primary more cash cash working nous
Sub-Saharan Africa ‘
Burkina Faso 310 553 346 454 596 611 546 354 127 519 568 487 511
Cameroon 315 426 265 334 437 495 498 334 181 414 505 291 384
Ghana 214 306 168 205 311 381 357 224 175 275 34% 21 27
Kenya 135 199 162 132 208 291 332 163 103 197 199 180 189
Madagascar 32 38 43 4.0 37 26 5.1 33 31 36 26 4.3 37
Malawi U U 9.7 176 234 296 224 191 93 209 187 204 205
Namibia' 67 176 80 125 135 152 190 149 7.5 102 145 151 134
Niger 402 353 133 313 457 503 362 356 253 402 357 332 360
Nigeria 336 430 2701 348 475 497 479 298 210 440 381 377 410
Rwanda 85 146 117 9.0 153 224 178 119 59 146 140 104 143
Senegal 404 509 249 380 535 652 507 322 287 519 500 436 475
Zambia 9.2 251 92 138 226 258 249 1717 103 182 232 165 177
North Africa
Moroceo 5.1 52 1.2 39 5.2 74 5.6 4.1 33 48 34 53 5.1
Asia/Near East
Pakistan 2.8 4.9 29 39 4.1 5.6 4.7 37 1.9 3.7 8.2 4.1 4.3

! Women with missing information or who do not know whether their husband has other wives are 3.0 percent of ever-married women in
Madagascar and 13.8 percent of ever-marmried women in Namibia. However, in Namibia, 92 percent of those with missing information

are those who do not know whether their husband has another wife.
U = Unknown (not available)

women who work without cash than women who work for
cash. Thus, even though polygyny is positively related to
the probability of being employed, it is generally more com-
mon among low educated and less urbanized women, and
among women who work without cash.

6.5 RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FIRST
MARRIAGE, SEX, AND CHILDBIRTH

In this section, the link between marriage and sex is
examined across countries. Cultures vary greatly in terms of
the amount of control on female sexuality and the premium
placed on female virginity at the time of first marriage
(Caldwell et al., 1989). The age at first intercourse and the
age at first marriage is expected to more or less coincide in
such cultures. A lack of overlap between the timing of first
sex and first marriage would suggest greater sexual autono-
my for women and weaker societal controls on female sexu-
ality.

However, an early age at marriage or at first sex is
likely to result in an early age at first birth in societies where
contraceptive use is low or nonexistent. The disassociation
of marriage and sex in such societies may actually have
negative consequences for women if unwed mothers are not
accepted in society. Under such circumstances, women who
have a child when they are very young are likely to be dis-
advantaged on two counts: 1) early childbirth is likely to
limit their own life chances and have consequences for their
own health and the health of their child, and 2) they may be
rejected by society for also being unwed mothers (Bledsoe
and Cohen, 1993).

Thus, in this section, the disassociation of marriage
and sex is explored by asking two separate though related
questions: first, to what extent are sex and marriage disas-
sociated across countries, and secondly, how common is
early childbirth (where early is defined as childbirth before
the age of 20 years) and to what extent is it taking place
outside of marriage. '
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Information on age at first intercourse is available in
only 19 of the 25 countries included in this report. For coun-
tries where it is available, the median age at first intercourse
and the difference between the median age at marriage and
the median age at first intercourse are calculated for women
age 25-49 years (except for Ghana where the difference is
calculated for women age 20-49 years). In most of the coun-
tries for which data are available, with the sole exception of
the Philippines, the median age at first sex for women age
25-49 is below age 20 (Table 6.9). This implies that at least

half of the women who are now between the ages of 25 and .

49 years had sexual intercourse before they were 20.

Table 6.9 Comparison of the timing of first intercourse and marriage
for women

Indicators of the extent to which the timing of first intercourse is
disassociated from that of marriage for women in selected age groups,
Demographic and Health Surveys, 1990-1994

Women age 25-49 Women age 15-49
Median Percent
age at first of ever-  Percent
Median marriage married  of never-
age at minus women  married
first  median age who had women
inter- at first sex before who have
Country course intercourse marriage  had sex
Sub-Saharan Africa
Burkina Faso 173 0.2 209 22.6
Cameroon 15.8 - 07 28.0 57.0
Ghana! 17.0 1.9 55.6 58.0
Kenya 16.6 22 57.0 49.9
Madagascar 16.7 L5 50.0 49.0
Namibia 19.1 5.1 53.1 62,8
Niger 14.9 0.2 2.8 9.5
Nigeria 16.2 0.7 17.2 41.0
Rwanda 19.7 03 12.5 11.9
Senegal 16.0 0.2 6.6 18.8
Zambia 16.2 1.2 39.2 52.2
Asia/Near East
Indonesia 17.7 0.0 C 43 NA
Philippines 213 0.1 8.0 1.6
Latin America/
Caribbean
Bolivia 188 1.8 432 217
Brazil 194 1.1 24.7 15.3
Colombia 199 i1 28.4 22.1
Dominican Republic 18.9 0.1 144 7.0
Paraguay 19.3 1.6 35.1 352
Peru 194 1.7 50.1 20.0

! Median age at first intercourse calcuiated on sample of women age
20-49

1 Based only on curremtly married women

. NA = Not applicable
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Also in half of the countries, the median age at first sex
is less than one year earlier than the median age at first mar-
riage. Thus, for women in these countries, first marriage and
first sex tend to take place at about the same time. However,
in the remaining countries, first sex occurs on average at
least one year before first marriage. Specifically, in Ghana,
Kenya, Madagascar, Zambia, and all the Latin American
countries except the Dominican Republic, first sex, on aver-
age, precedes first marriage by one to two years, and in
Namibia the difference between median age at first marriage
and first sex is almost six years.

Another way of examining the disassociation of sex
and marriage is to examine the proportion of never-married
women who have had sex and the proportion of women who
had sex before marriage. This information is available for
all women {except in Indonesia where it is available only for
currently married women) between the ages of 15-49 years
in countries where a question on age at first sex was asked
in the DHS. The information is presented in the last two col-
umns of Table 6.9.

In Ghana, Kenya, Madagascar, Namibia, and Peru,
there is no clear link between first marriage and first sex: in-
deed, in these countries, women are as likely to have their -
first sexual intercourse before marriage as after marriage. :
Additionally, in Bolivia, Paraguay, and Zambia, more than :
one in three ever-married women had sex before marriage, -
and in Brazil, Cameroon, and Colombia, about one in four
did so. Also, in half of the sub-Saharan African
countries—Cameroon, Ghana, Kenya, Madagascar, Nam-
tbia, and Zambia—about half or more of the never-married :
women between the ages of 15 and 49 years have had sex.
As compared to these countries, matriage and sex appear to
be more closely linked in the Dominican Republic, Indo-
nesia, Niger, the Philippines, and Rwanda.

Finally, in Table 6.10, information is provided on the
percent of women among those currently age 15-19 that
have had a birth, and the percent of those currently age 20
or more who had their first birth before age 20 by current
age. In addition, for each age group, the percent that were
not married when they had their first birth is also given.

With the exception of Colombia, Morocco, Peru, the
Philippines, and Rwanda, at least one in 10 women cur-
rently age 15-19 years have had a birth, and in Egypt and all
of the Asian countries except the Philippines, this ratio is
almost one in two. Except in the Asian and North African
countries, and the Dominican Republic, Niger, and Nigeria,
at least one in 10 women who have had a birth in this age



Table 6.10 First birth before age 20 by current age and marital status

Percentage of women who had their first birth before the age of 20 years and whether the birth took place before their first

marriage, by current age, Demographic and Health Surveys, 1990-1994

Women currently age
15-19 years who

Women currently age 20 and over who had a birth before the age of 20

have had a birth Total 20-29 30-39 40-49
Not Not Not Not Not
married married married married married
at first at first at first at first at first
Country Total birth Total birth Total birth Total birth Total birth
Sub-Saharan Africa
Burkina Faso 24.2 10.7 61.6 104 629 10.6 63.1 11.2 55.7 82
Cameroon 29.7 233 64.7 216 66.1 23.1 64.8 219 60.8 17.1
Ghana 18.6 22.1 48.1 13.6 417 13.5 48.1 14.0 489 13.2
Kenya 16.8 56.0 579 346 549 423 62.0 318 58.6 203
Madagascar 24.6 41.6 564 24.5 53.1 295 58.8 21.3 60.4 19.0
Malawi 273 18.7 62.2 15.0 64.5 159 65.5 14.5 52.9 134
Namibia 17.7 76.7 396 67.5 404 72.2 42,3 64.8 338 59,6
Niger 31.1 58 70.6 4.0 74.6 34 69.9 4.7 61.2 44
Nigeria 23.5 1.5 52.8 123 537 1kl 54.0 136 48.9 13.0
Rwanda 82 318 29.6 8.7 26.1 13.2 29.0 59 38.7 5.6
Senegal 20.1 19.9 557 114 542 14.7 58.8 9.6 53.8 7.2
Zambia 272 370 67.1 19.1 62.8 25.2 73.5 16.2 68.6 8.1
North Africa
Egypt' 53,7 0.0 43,5 2.1 459 1.8 41.2 2.2 434 24
Morocco 4.9 0.0 29.3 2.1 21.1 1.2 32.1 2.1 422 3.0
Asia/Near East
Bangladesh! 553 0.0 76.2 0.6 4.1 04 75.7 0.6 82.8 1.0
Indonesia’ 458 0.7 52.7 1.9 54.1 1.4 52.3 2.3 51.4 2.1
Pakistan' 49.0 0.0 43.6 0.0 49.5 0.0 41.6 0.0 36.4 0.0
Philippines 53 35 25.0 7.1 226 59 26.8 79. 26.8 15
Turkcyl 458 0.0 43.6 1.4 41.8 1.1 454 1.4 433 1.6
Latin America/
Caribbean
Bolivia 14.3 29.0 384 244 382 234 40.4 243 357 26.7
Brazil 11.0 19.7 355 14.0 36.8 149 36.6 15.6 31.9 10.1
Colombia 96 235 323 17.9 308 18.5 315 16.5 36.8 18.5
Dominican Repubtic 13.4 7.2 41,0 4.9 35.0 5.6 434 4.1 522 47
Paraguay 14.1 339 348 26.5 36.5 26.1 326 28.2 349 249
Peru 9.0 224 331 208 29.7 227 36.0 203 359 18.1

! Ever-married sample

group have had it outside of marriage. In Kenya and
Namibia, between one-half and three-fourths of 15-19 year-
old women who have had a birth were unmarried at the time
of the birth, and in Madagascar, Paraguay, Rwanda, and
Zambia, over 30 percent of such women were unmarried.
However, these proportions underrepresent the experience
of the 15-19 age cohort since this cohort has yet to reach the
age of 20 years. Thus, turning to the experience of women
who have reached 20 years of age, the proportion who had
their first birth before age 20 and were unmarried at the time
is examined.

In every country listed, at least one in four women cur-
rently between the ages of 20 and 49 years had a birth be-
fore they were age 20, This ratio is between one-half and
three-fourths in several countries, especially those of sub-
Saharan Africa. However, at least three-fourths of these
women who had a first birth before age 20 did so while mar-
ried in all countries except Kenya, Namibia, and Paraguay.

On examining the experience of women currently in
different age groups, no consistent reduction over time in
the proportion of women having births befare age 20 is
observed across countries, Such a trend would imply that
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women in the youngest age group are the least likely to have
first births before the age of 20 years. The only countries
where there appears to be a decline from older to younger
ages in the proportion of women with early births are Bang-
ladesh, Colombia, the Dominican Republic, Ghana, Mada-
gascar, Morocco, the Philippines, and Rwanda. In Brazil,
Cameroon, Indonesia, Niger, and Pakistan, the percent of
women who have had a birth before the age of 20 years
actually decreases with age.

Simultaneously, in about half of the countries being
considered, the percent of women who have had a birth be-
fore age 20 outside of marriage is higher among those cur-
rently 20-29 years and 30-39 years than those currently 40-
49 years of age. Further in nine countries, the percent of
women that had their first birth outside of marriage before
the age of 20 ciearly increases moving from the older to the
younger age group. The only countries where there is a clear
decline in the proportions of very young women having
births outside matriage are Bangladesh, Bolivia, Egypt,
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Morocco, and Turkey. In all five of these countries, how-
ever, the share of women having births before marriage is,
in any case, very low.

The one country where the share of women having
premarital births is exceptionally large is Namibia. Not only
do over two-thirds, on average, of the 30 to 40 percent of
women having births before age 20 have their first births
premaritally, but this share of women has risen from 60 per-
cent among those currently age 40-49 to 72 percent among
those currently age 20-29.

Thus, in 2 large part of the world, first sex and first
birth appear to be disassociated from marriage. There is no
clear trend towards the reduction of the proportion of first
births taking place before the age of 20. Also, there is evi-
dence for several countries that a larger share of first births
which take place before the age of 20 are increasingly tak-
ing place outside of marriage.
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