
8 Unme t  Need ,  Never-  
marr ied  W o m e n  

Perhaps the most frequently heard criticism of the anmet 
need meo~qne is that it has been confined largely to married wom- 
en? e This is an impo~.m limimfica especially with the increasing 
interest in the needs of  adolescents (Nice, ken, 1994). In zcslxmse 
to this general concern, the authors have developed estir~t~ for 
both never-married and formerly married women. Because of the 
data limit~fiqos of surveys outside of sub-Saharan Africa (the ex- 
clusion of samples of never-m arried women, the omission of ques- 
tions on sexual aedvity, or concerns about the quaJky of sech da- 
ta11), only the countries in this region are included for this analy- 
sis. In order toinerease the coverage, thosesub-Sabarancoanuies 
fl-om DHS-I not included in more recent surveys have also been 
added. Mainwl and the Sudan are not represented because ques- 
dons on sexual activity were not included in those surveys. 

8.1 MEASUREMENT 

The measure of unmet need developed for never-married 
wome~ has some s/miladt/es with that for married women (see 
Figure 8.1) However. since the quosdon on reproductive inten- 
lions was not asked of unmar~ed women, spacing need cenant be 
differentiated from limiting need. Given the age composition of 
never-ra~ed women, it is safe to assume that most never-mar- 
ried women will want children eve~m~,y. The main difference is 
that for currently married women sexual activity is assumed and 
thus exposure w the risk of pregnancy f~" those who are fecund. 

assumption is obviously inappropriate for never-marrled 
women, n many of whom have never had sex. Therefore. it is nec- 
e-~ry to rely on the woman's report of the last time she bed sex- 

w F.j,~.,~, d muect need fo¢ adolescem wcmm/n mb-Sabaran Africa were ptc. 
lmm~d fee md ~mHishecl by the ~ Reference Bateau (Popoladcu R ~  
Bm~m, 1992: 20). 
"Coecem about the qu,dity of r e l x ~  ¢f sexual activity by never-marded wQ-aen 
~Jate~ pdanan~ to Ladn American coumfies where the prevalence appears much 
too low. 

~ ~t b m ~ , o p r = . ~ :  fo r  =om~ m a r d ~  womcn as w c ~  bat d ~  ; t  m ~omc cx t :m 
t=ke~ b~to actor== ~, the re.tsons for ao¢ J n m n ~  to use. 

Figure 8.1 Unmet need among never.married women: Kenya, 1993 
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ual intercourse if she reports ever having ~ sex. For thealgo- 
ritlun in Figu~ g.l, never-married womon who are neither preg- 
nant nor amonorrheic are divided into t ~  who arc fecund with 
sexual experience, those who are fecund bet have nove~ had sex, 
and those c c ~ t s i ~  in.fecund (mostly women who have not ye~ 
reached menarche). Women with sexual e~verience are then rob- 
divided into those who reported having had sex in the past month 
and arose who las~ bad sex more tlum ~ m~ath ago. This emoff 
is admittedly arbitrary but it is conei~t with the ~ of a 
current ~ , t s  measure. To minimize thi~ arbih~a~ss, a second 
estimate of roamer need that reganis nevor-marded women ns ex- 
posed to risk who ever bad sex is also presenled. 

One question in the DHS-I questi,_- .wire permi-~l c l a~  fy. 
ing women by their attitude toward the Ix3ssib~ty of becoming 
17regnant in the ne~ futore. Howevor, lltis qnes~m was not in- 
cluded in the DHS-II questionnaire. It is known from the DHS-I 
tabulations that an average of almest 50 percent of not pregnant, 
sexually active, unmarried nonmers across African counu-ies said 
they would be happy or indifferent if tbay became pregnant in the 
next few weeks. It is difficult to ev-d-~t,- the validity of such an 
attitede since it is based on a hYlxxhetieal qnestion, trot the diswi- 
butions conespond roughly with the percentages of never-man-ie, d 
women who recently bad a baby who ~ amt it was imend. 
ed. Anthropological literature also supporm the proposition that 
the demonstration of fertility is reg~a'ded ha some snoietins as rele- 
want to marriageability (Orobnioye, 1987; Sctrntr.,,,, 1933). In 
any event, it seems completely i n e p l ~  Io a.~mne that all 
sexually active never-married women axe anxioes to avoid preg- 
nancy. For the DHS-I African cotmtries, the direct question de. 
scribed above was used; for the DHS-II countries, one relies on 
the proportion of pregnancies to cta,e,a.ly pregnant or amenor- 
rheic women which they report as intended ha contrast to mistimed 
o¢ never wanted. Because of small ,~'nples of ~ wom~ in 
some countries, regional averages of 32 porce~t for West Africa 
and 40 percent for East and Southern Africa are relied ca. 

8.2 ESTIMATES OF UNMET NEED AND D~-MAND 

The ira'st item of interest is lhe types of exlx)sm'c for never- 
married women (Table 8.1) and t h e p ~ o n s  who rep(mhaving 
bad sex. Since this category ~ of the ~ l e a t  users, the 

pregnant o~ amenorrheic women, and those in neither category, it 
is more efficient in Table 8. I to examine the proportion who never 
had sex- ~3 The range in this percentage extends firom alow of 12.7 
percent in Botswana (where marriage is very late) to a high of 
843 percent in Burundi..Sexuatly active wcme~ not using any 
m e t l ~  are m¢~ at ristL rn this category, elght African camuies 
exceed 10 percent and five countries have fewer than 5 percent. 
TheoveraU averageisjust trader lOpercent. An additional aver- 
age of 13 percem are in this risk category but reported the mnst re- 
cent sex as more than a month earlier. 

The summary estimates of unmet need and demand are 
shown ha Table 8.2 and Figure 8.2. As noted earlier, two mea- 
sm~s of need are shown which differ in whether the reported sexu- 
al experience is restricted to the past month or includes women 
who ever bad sex. Women in Botswana and Nam~in, where mar- 
riage is late, show the highest proportions in need by the cummt 
~nT~ (sex in last month) measure. Zambia is close behind. With 
the more liberal definition (ever had sex), half of the countries 
show enmet need estimates exceeding 20 percent. The cerre- 
spending averages across countries are 9 percent and 17 percent 
for the two definitiens, respectlvely. Tba demand for family plun- 
ning is highest in Botswana, Cameroon and"logo where the pro- 
pordm~ e.~ng contraception are the highest. 1" Cameroon aad 
Togo show the highest and Zambia the lowest percentage of de- 
In . r id  sa t i s f i ed .  

Because of the keea interest in the needs of adolescents, this 
same table of need and demand is shown separately for never- 
married teenagers and for those age 20-24 (Table 8.3). Because of 
higher rates of sexual activity among the older women, the anmet 
need percentages tend to be higher than for adolescents although 
this is offset to some extent by higher proportions using ameng the 
20- to 24-yenr-olds. The average unmet need for teenagers is 8 
percent and is 12 percent for women age 20-24.15 

u This ex~'hd,.¢ r, ome womea classified as infexamd, lint ldnoe they are m ~  ~ 
yotmg girls who have not yet ex~fienced me.robe., the effect is mmlL 
u r,~'.-tce~tive use is high ~a Cameroon and in Togo pmtly because of the indn. 

of prol.c~ged abstinence. I f  not ineJ~ed, the estimate of cznttace:ptive l:,rev- 
alence would be 30,0 percent in Cameroon and 26,4 per~aat in Togo. 
u Marl is excluded from this calculation because them is no demand evldmt. 
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Table 8.1 Exposure stems: Never-marriad women 

Percent dlstn'butien of nev~,married women by exposure stems, Demographic and Health Sur~eys. 1987-1993 

Presmat ~ 
m n e n o n ' m ~  a 

Not J~n£ a~y method 

No~ pragmm ar amenorrhelc 

Fecund 

Sex more Had sex Numbe~ 
Year of Peacent Using a Neve~ had than one within last of 

Cotmwy survey total me thod  Intended Unintended Infecund sex month ago month women 

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA 
Bomwana 1988 I00.0 c 27.3 5.5 10.9 3.6 12.7 20.4 17.8 2312 
Burkina Faso 1993 I00.0 5.8 0.6 1.8 25.5 52.7 7.4 6.1 855 
Burund/ 1987 100,0 0.6 0.2 1.4 10.7 84.3 2.5 0.2 1046 
Cameroon 1991 I00.0 33.9 2.0 4.1 7.8 33.8 10.4 8.0 720 
Ghana 1993 100.0 16.3 0.3 2.2 8.8 33.1 24.1 15.1 875 
Kenya 1993 I00,0 12.1 1.6 5.2 9.3 41.4 21.4 8.9 2280 
Liberia 1986 100.0 12.5 10.6 7.3 9.6 b 16.1 18.8 25.1 1123 
Madaga.sc~ 1992 I00.0 8.9 6.4 4.4 9.1 42.2 13.7 15.3 1679 
Marl 1987 100.0 0.8 0.0 0.4 29.7 63.4 3-3 2.4 142 
Namibia 1992 I00.0 18.7 6.6 7.9 7.5 30.0 15-3 14.1 2783 
Niger 1992 100.0 2.8 0.6 1.7 30,4 60.0 3.3 1.4 682 
N-igeria 1990 100.0 15.2 0.9 0.9 7.9 51.3 10.8 13.1 1513 
Rwanda 1992 I00,0 1.7 0.7 2.4 14.5 73.7 5.7 1.3 21(30 
Senegal 1992-93 It0,0 4.3 1.0 4.1 9.3 71.7 7.7 2.0 1578 
Tanzan/a 1991-92 I00.0 5.9 5.3 4.0 15.9 40.9 12.8 15.3 2261 
Togo 1988 I00.0 30.3 1.2 2.9 9.7 29.2 18.7 8.0 739 
Uganda 1988-89 100.0 5.3 4.1 3.9 12.9 43.0 21.7 9.0 921 
Zambia 1992 100.0 3.4 3.9 5.7 7.4 40.9 23.6 15.1 1791 
Zimbabwe 1988 100.0 7.0 1.5 1.6 6.2 67.6 11.1 5.1 1133 

• Disu'ib~fien of plmmin 8 stares for currently pregnant women is based on the dism'butien for amenorrheic women for Botswana, Bunm~ 
~Esfimberia, Mail Togo, and Ugand~ Esthnate for Zimbabwe is based on the average figure for the region. 

ale in Liberia based on the average figure for the region as derived from the distribution for the other cotmtries. 
c Includes contraceptive failure (1.8%) among pregnant or amenorrheic women. 
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Table 8.2 Demand and umr~t need: Nevor-nmrded wome~ 

Uamet need and the demand for cunuacep~on among nevor-mmded 
women, I ~  m d  Health Sterveys, 1987-1993 

Co=my 

Demtad _Pe=,~m~-e 
forcmgra- Oarrmt U~,~__ ofdemgad Umne~ 

me neee mi=fied 

SUB-SA.HARAN AFRICA 
Botswana 47.3 c 27.3 18.2 61.5 27.4 
Bork~t  Faso 11.8 5.8 6.0 49.1 11.1 
Bunm~ 2.1 0.6 1.5 28.6 1.9 

43.4 33.9 9.5 78.1 16.5 
Ghana 28.7 16.3 12.4 56.8 28.8 
Kenya 22,7 12,1 10.6 53.3 23.4 
Liberia 26.1 12,4 13.7 47.5 23.0 
M~a%oascar 22.5 8.9 13.6 39.5 21.8 
Mall 2.4 0.8 1.6 33.3 3.2 
Namibia 35.1 18.7 16.4 53.3 25.6 
Niger 5.4 2.8 2.6 52,0 4.8 
Nigemt 24.9 15.2 9.7 61.0 17.1 
Rwanda 4.8 1.7 3.1 35.4 6.6 
Senegal 9.7 4.3 5.4 4 4 3  10.6 
Tanzania 19.1 5.9 13.2 30.9 20.8 
Togo 38.6 30.3 8.3 78.5 21.0 
Uganda 13.9 5.3 8.6 38.1 22.0 
ZamHa 18.2 3.4 14.8 18.7 28.9 
Zimbabwe 10.8 7.0 3.8 64.8 10.4 

• Estimated for fecund women who had sex within the last moolh or 
pregnant or amenon'he~ wcmun whose pregnancy was m~stlmed or 
~wa~ted. 

to include fecund women who ever had sex or who are 
pcegnunt or a m e ~  and whcee Inegnuncy was n~sfimed or 
unwanted. 
c Indudes contraceptive fa/luze among pregnant or mnenon'balc women. 

Figure 8.2 Toted demand for familyp~anningam~ngnev~r~marri~dw~meninsub~Saharancountzies~D~m~graphic~H~S~eys~ 
1987-1993 
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Table 8.3 Demand and u n n ~  need by age grotips: Never-~e.d 
~ n  

Unmet need and the demand for ccvua,:epfien among never-married 
women 15-19 lind 20-24, Demographic and Health Surveys, 1987-1993 

D~na~d Pc.,,.z.aage 
for ¢ontra- Cm'amt UameL of dmmad Unme~ 

~a~ cqxioa as¢ ~I ~ ae~ 

NEVER-MARRIED WOMEN 15-19 YEARS 

Botswana 36.6 14.5 21.2 42.3 34.2 
Barklna Faso 9.2 3.6 5.6 39.1 9.3 
Burundi 0.7 0.2 0.5 28.6 0.6 

34.7 27.0 7.7 77.8 12.9 
Ghan~ 22.7 11.1 11.6 48.9 24.9 
Kenya 14.3 5.0 9.3 35.0 19.2 
Liberia 19.7 7.0 12.7 35-5 23.0 
Madaggscar 17.7 5.6 12.1 31.6 16.7 
Marl 2.7 0.9 1.8 33.3 2.2 
Narrdbia 23.1 9.9 13.2 42.9 17.7 
Niger 3.1 1.4 1.7 45.2 2.7 
Nigeria 16.6 8.8 7.8 53.0 I1.0 
Rwanda 2.1 0.6 1.5 28.6 3.0 
Senegal 4.7 1.4 3.3 29.8 5.0 
Tenz .~a  14.3 2.8 11.5 19.6 16.6 
Togo 31.8 23.3 8.5 73.3 19.1 
Uganda 10.6 3.0 7.6 283 20.0 
Zambia 15.6 1.6 14.0 10.2 25.3 
Zimbabwe 6.6 3.4 3.2 51-5 7.5 

NEVER-MARRIED WOMEN 20-24 YEARS 

Botswana 55.1 33.5 18.0 67.3 25.8 
Burkina Faso 31.9 21.6 10.3 67.7 24.5 
Burendl 4.2 0.9 3.3 21.4 4.4 
Camea'oon 67.7 57.1 10.6 84.3 19.8 
Ghana 43.4 29.0 14.4 66.8 37.5 
Kenya 33.0 19.8 13.2 60.0 31.4 
Liberia 39.7 26.2 13.5 66.0 21.3 
Madagascar 30.4 13.0 17.4 4.7-8 29.1 
Marl * * * * * 
Nar~bia 41.8 22.8 19.0 54..5 31.5 
Niger 14.6 8.5 6.1 58.2 12.9 
Nigeria 37.3 24.2 13.1 64.9 27.9 
Rwanda 7.2 2.3 4.9 31.9 9.9 
Senegal 15.2 7.0 8.2 46.0 18.4 
T~mT-~a 26.7 10.6 16.1 39.7 29.5 
Togo 53.0 46.2 6.8 87.2 25.1 
Uganda 25.2 12.1 13.1 48.0 32.0 
Zambia 25.7 6.8 18.9 26_5 42.9 
Zimbabwe 21.2 13.4 7.8 63.2 20.6 

* Less than twenty ca~s  
l Estimated for fecund women who had sex within the last month or 
pregnant or amenon~eic women whose pregnancy was mis~med or 
unwanted. 
z Expanded to include fecund women who ever had sex or who are 
pregnant or amenorrheic and whose p~gn,~cy was fffistimod or 
unwanted. 
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8.3 C O V A R I A T E S  OF  C O N T R A C E P T I V E  USE 

Special interes~ attaches to the characteristics of  never-mar- 
ried women who use contraception. Both residence and education 
me cons i s t e~y  related to conwaceptive use in this population as 
well as f~¢ marded womea. Us~ is higher in urban than in rural 
areas in all the 19 African coanuies observed here and use rises 
consistently with education (except in Zimbabwe). 

Also included is a measure of exposure to mass media, 
which is based on whethex the women regularly listen to radio, 
watch television or read mag~Tines or newspapers (Table 8.4). 

The index shown here, which ranges from a score of  0 to 3, is the 
simple summation of whether they are exposed to these media. 
The assumption is that this index is a crude measure of exposure 
to modern ideas that might encourage fertility regulation. The as- 
sociation with contraceptive use is pronounced and consistent: for 
all countries except Mall there is a monotonic increase in use with 
media exposure. Considering how crude a measure this is (it re- 
flects no~ing about the content of  the exposure) ~ association is 
impressive. O f  course a multivariate analysis would be necessm'y 
to determine whether the association is a function of  urban resi- 
dence and/or education, but some additional tabulations (not 
shown) indicate a persistent effect. 

Table 8.4 Use by residence T education and media exposure: Never-married women 

Percent using any method for never-married woman by urban-rural residence, education and exposure to mass media, Demographic and 
Health Sm'veys, 1987-1993 

Resld~ace Level of education Media exposure 

Courary Urban Rural None Prhnary Secondary+ 0 i 2 3 

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA 
Botswana 36.6 23.5 17.0 24.7 36.1 17.0 30.2 
Bm'kina Faso 9.0 3.8 2.3 3.8 17.6 2.4 6.2 9.4 12.4 
Bunmdi 9.6 0.2 0.0 1.6 8.3 0.1 1.6 
Cameroon 41.5 25.2 2.0 16.7 47.9 16.6 28.6 48.6 
Ghana 17.7 14.7 7.3 9.6 18.8 7.2 12.7 18.2 3L0 
Kenya 18.3 10.3 10.5 8.6 18.8 10.1 11.0 11.7 18.3 
Liberia 16.9 5.9 0.0 4.5 28.7 3.9 15.6 
Madagascar 16.8 3.8 2.2 3.3 18.2 3.6 9.8 14.1 24.1 
Mali 2.4 0.0 0.6 1.4 0.0 0.8 0.8 - - 
Namibia 35.9 8.4 11.4 13.3 26.4 6.2 12.3 18.8 37.6 
Niger 6.1 1.0 1.2 5.4 6.5 1.0 2.5 4.3 6.9 
Nigeria 21.9 10.6 2.7 8.4 21.5 6.4 8.9 23.9 
Rwanda 4.6 1.5 1.6 1.5 2.9 NA 
Senegal 5.6 2.1 1.9 4.8 8.4 0.9 2.7 4.1 8.7 
Tanzania 8.9 4.5 3.6 5.2 12.6 2.7 6.3 8.4 12.7 
Togo 36.3 23.0 13.3 30.1 47.3 24.3 40.5 
Uganda 12.1 3.8 1.4 2.9 15.3 3.1 8.7 _ 

Z a m b i a  3.5 3.1 0.0 2.3 5.6 1.7 3.4 2.6 5.8 
Zimbabwe 9.9 5.0 10.5 5.3 8.0 4.6 5.1 10.2 

NA = Not available 
- = All three media exposure ques6ons not included 
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