
7 Trends in Unmet Need for 
Married Women 

Unmet need has declined in all of the eight* countries that 
have conducted two surveys in the DHS program (Figure 7.1). In 
two of these countries, Bolivia and Peru, the decline has been con- 
siderable over the five years since the previous stu'vey. 

Change in unmet need is a function of changes in conwacep- 
five prevaleac~ and the desire to regulate fertility. In countries 
such as Peru where the proportions wishing to control fertility 
have already reached a high level, the t~,end in unmet need will be 

downward because of the increase in c o n t r i v e  practice. In 
many sab-Saharan coantries, where the ix~reas¢ in the desire to 
reg~,!~!a fertility is low but may be growing more rapidly than the 
use of contraception, unraet need may inczcase temgatafily. This 
was the c . ~  for Ghana and Kenya between the early and the late 
1980s but, as shown in Figure 7.1, this lag has been closed in the 
last five years. Total demand for family planning has increased 
slightly for all of these countries except Colombia, where it has re- 
maincxl the same. 

t ~ w a s  also ia~,_,ae4 at both times b~z the whc~e co~mtty was not 
~ . v i ~ e d  in the DHS-I sample. 

Figure 7.1 Treads in anmet need, use of cona'aception and total demand from the late 1980s to the early 1 ~ ,  ~ m ~ i c  ~ H ~  
Surveys, 1988-1994 
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