§ Covariates of Unmet Need

5.1 AGE

There is little overall refationship between current age and
total unmet need (Table 5.1) because of the offsetting negative and
positive associations between age and the need for spacing (which
declines with age, Table 5.2) and the need for limiting (which in-
creases with age, Table 5.3). The need for spacing begins to
decline after age 30, whereas the need for limiting peaks at ages
35-44.

Table 5.1 Total unmet need by age and number of children

52 NUMBER OF CHILDREN

The pattern of association with the number of living children
is simjlar. The proportion with 2 need for limiting is mostly under
10 percent up to women with four or more children where it rises
sharply, while the need for spacing declines after three children.
Although there is some evidence of an unmet need for spacing
among women with no children, the need begins mainiy after the
birth of the first child. Bolivia and Peru are the only apparent ex-
ceptions where the highest proportion (13 and 14 percent, respec-
tively) appears before the first child.

Tota! unrmet need for family planning among currently married women by age and number of children, Demographic and Health Surveys,

1990-1994
Age Number of children

Country 15-19 2024 2529 30-34 3539 4044 45-49 0 1 2 3 4+

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA
Budkine Faso 29.1 29.9 3.2 319 36.4 419 28.0 14.8 27.6 30.2 344 40.5
Cameroon 21.1 253 20.6 223 279 15.2 102 9.3 17.8 234 179 283
Ghana 46.9 404 352 345 2938 294 121 14.2 32.5 346 332 36.1
Kenya 419 40.2 39.6 350 389 269 14.0 159 35.8 370 36.1 375
Madagascar 242 314 327 32.8 40.6 352 204 52 20.4 269 320 420
Malawi 33.0 34.7 37.3 389 37.2 35.0 283 21.9 29.1 337 38.6 43.2
Namibia 319 22.5 24.6 3.1 20.1 20.6 153 15.7 17.9 22.1 21.8 24.4
Niger 17.4 18.9 22.6 18.2 19.1 174 9.9 102 14.7 18.8 18.1 24.1
Nigeria 24.1 21.4 20.5 25 25.7 21.1 145 123 18.8 19.5 18.1 25.7
Rwanda 29.6 282 415 41.1 43.7 35.3 24 7.5 27.7 36.2 40.8 41.5
Senegal 28.0 30.0 21.5 332 336 27.8 17.5 11.8 2.5 245 273 370
Sudsn (Northern) 21.5 24.7 28.5 27.1 293 219 13.0 8.0 19.2 259 273 2%.1
Tanzania 203 2790 315 29.9 29.6 26.9 18.1 83 18.4 26.7 29.3 32.8
Zambia 27.8 29.2 30.8 313 36.1 323 26.8 15.1 23.7 215 31.2 38.7
NEAR EAST/NORTH AFRICA
Egymt 24.1 238 23.5 211 235 20.6 15.1 7.3 23.4 21.7 214 24.8
Jordzn 17.2 18.7 24.1 230 23.8 227 19.1 22 2.0 18.7 226 25.1
Moarocco 16.6 204 20.4 192 21.1 229 13.9 79 13.4 14.7 17.9 26.3
Turkey 20.2 16.3 10.5 103 9.2 10.7 53 93 12.8 71 10.1 15.6
ASIA
Bangladesh 2.7 21.5 18.7 183 16.3 8.9 53 150 20.5 17.6 18.1 18.1
Indonesia 18.5 15.8 14.6 16.0 148 12.4 6.1 9.8 133 12.8 14.8 16.7
Pakistan 33.6 30.7 349 334 385 28.8 14.1 15.5 30.2 29.5 322 370
Philippines 31.1 352 32.3 279 235 212 8.4 11.8 28.8 26.3 21.7 28,7
LATIN AMERICA/CARIBBEAN
Bolivia 30.6 253 25.8 24.1 270 21.1 9.4 14.3 19.3 19.8 21.2 29.5
Colombia 22.8 214 12.8 10.6 3.0 6.2 54 8.8 122 11.8 10.3 12.6
Dominican Republic 36.6 273 19.7 13.4 113 6.9 4.8 16.4 22.3 18.1 115 18.1
Paraguay 19.5 19.5 15.8 16.3 14.1 121 10.9 45 il.9 12.7 120 21.7
Peru 327 24.0 17.6 13.5 136 12.6 7.0 16.0 13.5 13.6 139 189




Table 5.2 Unmet need for spacing by age and number of children

Unmet need for spacing among currently married women by age and number of children, Demographic and Health Surveys, 1990-1994

Age Number of children
Country 15-19 2024 2529 30-34 3539 4044 4549 0 1 2 3 4+
SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA
Burkina Faso 28.8 29,1 30.6 255 19.0 130 44 14.8 26.9 28.6 30.5 21.7
Camercon 21.1 24.4 1.7 18.2 14.7 7.7 4.6 9.3 17.7 2.5 153 18.7
Ghana 45.6 371 302 2.8 16.1 9.8 36 14.2 31.2 294 25.6 18.7
Kenya 40.8 358 29.2 19.4 12.0 52 2.8 153 33.6 319 274 16.0
Madagascar 236 26.8 225 15.4 10.7 83 23 5.0 18.5 22.6 25.2 16.0
Malawi 316 328 30.9 275 21.6 172 838 21.0 2712 29.9 330 23.8
Namibia 242 18.6 20.4 17.6 12.5 11.1 44 13.8 14.2 17.0 171 142
Niger 173 18.6 220 16.1 14.7 89 4.0 10.1 14.2 184 17.2 187
Nigeria 238 204 175 173 173 109 5.5 119 18.6 17.0 16.9 173
Rwanda 281 26.1 354 284 21.2 102 26 74 26.6 338 34.1 210
Senegal 211 29.6 257 282 210 106 4.1 113 21.8 23.6 25.5 240
Sudan (Northern) 204 228 244 19.2 14.9 9.2 29 7.6 18.2 223 21.5 16.8
Tanzania 19.2 25.7 26.9 21.7 133 73 34 13 18.1 24.9 264 17.8
Zambia 214 28.7 272 24.1 18.4 109 6.7 149 22.5 260 28.3 228
NEAR EAST/NORTH AFRICA
Egypt 223 17.1 107 42 3.8 1.1 04 6.7 20.9 109 6.0 2.1
Jordan 15.7 14.7 14.4 10.8 7.8 42 0.6 20 20.6 14.3 14.7 82
Morocco 16.2 17.0 129 34 5.6 i1 13 13 12,7 11.2 11.1 6.5
Turkey 17.6 9.7 4.0 1.6 0.7 03 0.0 89 10.0 23 1.7 0.9
ASIA
Bangladesh 219 15.9 9.9 4.7 25 03 05 14.8 19.5 10.5 84 3.7
Indonesia 18.0 144 10.1 74 48 1.9 0.5 9.4 122 8.0 6.7 4.9
Pakistan 323 258 23 154 12.9 5.8 25 14.7 29.1 23.1 19.5 11.9
Philippines 27.4 283 199 12.7 6.6 2.6 0.5 114 25.1 13.0 9.32 1.2
LATIN AMERICA/CARIBBEAN
Bolivia 16.8 12.6 37 52 2.6 12 0.2 12.9 10.6 7.8 5.0 30
Colombia 19.3 12.6 4.0 2.6 0.8 0.2 0.1 8.2 9.3 4.1 1.9 10
Dominican Republic  28.6 184 9.3 6.2 1.4 0.2 0.0 15.6 17.0 12.5 4.7 24
Paraguay 158 146 119 8.6 4.7 1.7 0.7 4.1 109 9.3 7.2 74
Peru 210 11.8 53 2.6 0.9 0.5 0.2 14.3 84 53 25 14
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Table 5.3 _Unmet need for limiting by age and number of children

Unmet need for limiting among currently married women by age and number of children, Demographic and Health Surveys, 1990-1994

Age Number of children
Country 15-19 2024 2529 3034 3539 4044 4549 0 1 2 3 4+
SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA
Burkina Faso 03 0.8 2.6 64 173 28.0 23.6 0.0 6.7 1.7 39 18.9
Cameroon 0.0 0.9 29 45 13.2 74 5.6 0.0 0.1 09 2.7 9.6
Ghana 1.2 33 5.0 11.7 13,7 19.6 8.6 0.0 1.2 53 7.6 174
Kenya 1.1 44 105 156 269 21.7 11.2 0.6 22 51 8.7 216
Madagascar 0.6 4.6 102 174 29.9 269 18.2 0.2 1.9 43 6.8 26.0
Malawi 1.4 19 6.4 114 15.6 17.8 19.4 0.8 1.9 33 5.6 19.4
Namibia 78 4.0 42 54 76 94 10.8 1.8 3.7 5.1 47 10.2
Niger 0.1 03 0.6 21 4.4 85 60 0.1 0.5 0.4 0.9 5.4
Nigeria 0.3 11 3.0 5.2 84 10.2 9.0 03 0.2 25 1.2 84
Rwanda 1.5 21 6.1 127 ns 25.0 19.8 0.1 1.1 24 6.7 20.5
Senegal 1.0 04 19 49 12.6 17.1 134 0.5 0.8 0.9 1.8 13.0
Sudan (Northern) 1.1 1.9 42 1.9 14.4 12.7 10.1 0.3 1.0 34 58 122
Tanzania 1.2 13 4.6 8.2 163 19.6 147 1.0 03 L7 29 15.0
Zambiza 0.4 0.4 3.6 7.2 17.8 214 20.1 0.2 12 15 29 15.9
NEAR EAST/NORTH AFRICA
Egypt 1.9 6.8 12.8 16.8 19.7 19.4 14.7 0.7 25 10.7 154 22.1
Jordan 1.5 4.0 9.6 12.2 16.0 18.4 186 02 2.4 44 79 16.9
Moroceo 04 34 7.5 10.8 15.5 19.8 12.7 0.7 0.7 35 6.8 19.8
Tukey 26 6.6 6.4 8.7 85 104 5.3 04 2.8 54 8.4 14.7
ASIA
Bangladesh 0.8 5.6 8.8 13.5 13.8 8.6 4.7 0.2 1.0 7.1 9.8 14.4
Indonesia 0.5 14 4.5 8.6 10.0 10.5 5.6 0.5 1.0 4.8 8.1 11.8
Pakistan 13 4.9 12.6 18.0 25.6 23.1 11.6 0.7 1.1 6.4 12.7 252
Philippines 3.7 6.9 12.3 152 16.9 18.6 7.9 04 37 84 124 21.5
LATIN AMERICA/CARIBBEAN
Bolivia 13.9 12.7 17.1 18.9 24.4 1.9 9.2 1.4 8.7 12.0 16.2 26.5
Colombia - 386 8.7 8.7 8.0 7.3 6.1 53 0.6 29 1.7 8.4 11.5
Dominican Republic 8.0 8.9 9.9 7.2 9.8 6.7 4.8 0.9 53 56 6.8 15.7
Paraguay 3.8 49 39 7.6 9.4 104 10.2 04 1.1 35 49 143
Peru 11.6 12.1 123 16.9 126 12.1 6.8 1.7 5.0 83 11.4 17.5

53 USE OF CONTRACEPTION

The question here is whether the likelihood of being in need
of family planning is related to prior experience with contra-
ception. To some extent, the answer depends upon the level of
contraceptive prevalence in the population. In most low preva-
lence countries, which are concentrated largely in sub-Saharan Af-
rica, there is litdde difference in the proportioas classified in need
by whether or not the women had ever used contraception (Table
5.4). Incountries with high prevalence rates, prior use of a meth-
od makes a big difference in the determination of unret need. In
Latin American countries, women who had never used a method
are several times more likely to be in need than women with some
contraceptive experience. A similar pattern is evident for the
higher prevalence Asian countries. One implication of these dif-
ferences is that the program focus in the high prevalence areas
might be most efficienty directed toward the never users. Since

most of the women in need in the low prevalence countries have
never used a method (see Table 6.1), such a focus seems appropri-
ate.

54 RESIDENCE

As observed in the earlier comparative report, unmet need
outside of sub-Saharan Africa ishigher in rural than in urban areas
except in Pakistan where there is little difference (Table 5.4). In
sub-Saharan Africa, on the other hand, there is a mixture; no con-
sistent pattern exists and there is very little difference in unmet
need between rural and urban areas.

5.5 EDUCATION
Three general observations can be made about the association
between women's education and unmet need (Table 54): (1) in
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the countries outside of sub-Saharan Africa, unmet need declines  within sub-Szharan Africa probably relates to literacy and aware-
with increasing level of schoaling; (2) within sub-Saharan Africa,  ness of the possibility of regulating fertility. The need for limiting
the highest proportion with unmet need typically isamongwomen i that region follows the negative association in other countries
with primary school education; and (3) in most countries, the  (not shown).

general magnitude of the association is quite low. The pattern

Table 5.4 Unmet need by residence and education

Total mmet need for family planning among currently marmied women by contraceptive use, residence and education, Demographic and Health
Surveys, 1990-1994

Use of contraception Residence Level of education
Country Never used Ever used Urban Rural None Primary Secondary+
SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA
Burkina Faso 23.6 39.1 338 324 32.7 359 253
Cameroon 193 254 237 205 18.7 270 20.1
Ghana 34.7 310 30.5 342 30.8 366 339
Kenya 46.7 26.4 248 374 35.1 39.1 26.5
Madagascar 37.0 210 255 339 2738 38.1 238
Malawi 355 358 14) u 35.0 370 263
Namibia 253 18.7 175 243 235 2.1 20.0
Niger 18.6 19.5 225 180 18.0 282 23.0
Nigeria 21.6 20 221 215 20.1 264 218
Rwanda 42.6 303 308 372 : 403 348 264
Senegal 29.6 216 33.4 273 28.5 343 312
Sudan (Northern) 20.6 26.0 28.8 238 22 309 29.9
Tanzania 2713 275 306 264 25.7 289 200
Zambia 303 311 318 29.7 29.4 323 26.1
NEAR EAST/NORTH AFRICA
Egypt 348 155 182 _ 251 26.0 21.0 13.9
Jordan 30.0 175 19.9 274 27.1 233 19.0
Morocco 29.7 146 124 253 27 10.6 9.1
Turkey 292 6.8 8.9 153 202 8.8 5.1
ASIA
Bangladesh 26.6 136 150 184 18.1 18.7 168
Indonesia 32 10.1 11.3 15.1 153 14.7 112
Pakisian 329 213 325 314 32.0 326 29.6
Philippines 420 158 234 28.7 332 292 233
LATIN AMERICA/CARIBBEAN
Bohviz 49.1 10.1 17.6 322 333 282 148
Colombia 347 7.9 2.0 15.0 185 13.8 8.5
Dominican Republic 3435 117 13.7 229 296 18.8 1.7
Paraguay 28.7 8.7 10.5 20.6 203 18.1 7.8
Peru 51.1 84 11.4 26.5 289 19.6 109

U = Unknown (not available)
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