
5 Covariates of Unmet Need 

$.1 AGE 5.2 NUMBER OF CHILDREN 

is little overall relafio~hip between cm'rent age and 
total munet need (Table 5,1 ) because of  the offsetting negative and 
po~tive associagons between age and the need for spacing ( which 
declines with age, Table 5.2) and the need for limiting (which in- 
creases with age, Table 5.3). The need for spacing begins to 
decline aft~ age 30, whereas the need for limiting peaks at ages 
35-44. 

The l~_r re~'n ofassocintion with the numbexofliving children 
is similar. The proportion with a need for limiting is mostly under 
10 pexcent up to women with four or more ch/ldren where it rises 
sharply, while the need for spacing declines after three children. 
Although there is some evidence of an unmet need for spacing 
among women with no children, the need begins mainly after the 
birth of the ftrs~ child. Bolivia and Peru are the ordy apparent ex- 
ceptions where the highest proportion (13 and 14 poment, respec- 
tively) appears before the fast  child. 

Table 5.1 Total tmmet need by age and nurnbe~ of children 

Total uJ=.et need for family planning ~n~nong currently married women by age and number of children, Demographic and Health Surveys. 
1990-1994 

Age Number of children 

Commy 15-19 20-24 25.29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 0 1 2 3 4+ 

Stm-SAHARAN .AFRICA 
Buztcimt Faso 29.1 29.9 33.2 31.9 36.4 4L0 28.0 14.8 27.6 30.2 34.4 40.6 
C~,,~oon 21.1 25.3 20.6 22.8 27.9 15.2 10.2 9.3 17.8 23.4 17.9 28.3 

46.9 40.4 35.2 34.5 29.8 29.4 12.1 14.2 32.5 34.6 33.2 36.1 
Kenya 41.9 40.2 39.6 35.0 38.9 26.9 14.0 15.9 35.8 37.0 36.1 37.5 
Madagasc.~ 24.2 31.4 32.7 32.8 40.6 35.2 20.4 5.2 20.4 26.9 32.0 42.0 
Mslawi 33.0 34.7 37.3 38.9 37.2 35.0 28.3 21.9 29.1 33.7 38.6 43.2 
Ntmn'bia 31.9 22.5 24.6 23.1 20.1 20.6 15.3 15.7 17.9 22.1 21.8 24.4 
Niger 17.4 18.9 22.6 18.2 19.1 17.4 9.9 10.2 14.7 18.8 18.1 24.1 
Nigeria 24.1 21.4 20.5 22.5 25.7 21.1 14.5 12.3 18.8 19.5 18.1 25.7 
Rwanda 29.6 28.2 41.5 41.1 43.7 35.3 22.4 7.5 27.7 36.2 40.8 41.5 
Senegal 28.0 30.0 27.5 33.2 33.6 27.8 17.5 11.8 22.5 24.5 27.3 37.0 
Sudan (Northern) 21.5 24.7 28.5 27.1 29.3 21.9 13.0 8.0 19.2 25.9 27.3 29.1 
T ~ - z i a  20.3 27.0 31.5 29.9 29.6 26.9 18.1 8.3 18.4 26.7 29.3 32.8 
7Jtmbia 27.8 29.2 30.8 31.3 36.1 32.3 26.8 15.1 2&7 27.5 31.2 38.7 

NEAR EAST/NORTH AFRICA 
Egypt 24.1 23.8 23.5 21.1 23.5 20.6 15.1 7.3 23.4 21.7 21.4 24.8 
Jordan 17.2 18.7 24.1 23.0 23.8 22.7 19.1 2.2 23.0 18.7 22.6 25.1 
Morocco 16.6 20.4 20.4 19.2 21.1 22.9 13.9 7.9 13.4 14.7 17.9 26.3 
Turkey 20.2 16.3 10.5 10.3 9.2 10.7 5.3 9.3 12.8 7.7 10.1 15.6 

ASIA 
Bangladesh 22.7 21.5 18.7 18.3 16.3 8.9 5.3 15.0 20.5 17.6 18.1 18.1 
Indonesia 18.5 15.8 14.6 16.0 14.8 12.4 6.I 9.8 13.3 12.8 14.8 I6.7 
Pakistan 33.6 30.7 34.9 33.4 38.5 28.8 14.1 15.5 30.2 29.5 32.2 37.0 
~ p L q e s  31.1 35.2 32.3 27.9 23.5 21.2 8.4 11.8 28.8 26.3 21.7 28.7 

LATIN AMERICA/CARIBBEAN 
Bollv/a 30.6 25.3 25.8 24.1 27.0 21.1 9.4 14.3 19.3 19.8 21.2 29.5 
Colcanbla 22.8 21.4 12.8 10.6 8.0 6.2 5.4 8.8 12.2 11.8 10.3 12.6 
I)omimc~n Republic 36.6 27.3 19.7 13.4 11.3 6.9 4.8 16.4 22.3 18.1 11.5 18.1 
Paraguay 19.5 19.5 15.8 16.3 14.1 12.1 10.9 4.5 11.9 12.7 12.0 21.7 
Peru 32.7 24.0 17.6 13.5 13.6 12.6 7.0 16.0 13.5 13.6 13.9 18.9 



Table 5.2 Unmet need for spacing by age mid numbe~" of ch'ddren 

Unmet need for spacing among ¢,~,~itly married women by age and number of cl'dl&,a~, Demographic and Health Surveys, 1990-1994 

Age Number of chilch'un 

Country 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 3 5 - 3 9  4044 45-49 0 1 2 3 4+ 

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA 
Bttrkina Ftso 28.8 29.1 30.6 25.5 19.0 13.0 4.4 14.8 26.9 28.6 30.5 21.7 
Cameroon 21.1 24.4 17.7 18.2 14.7 7.7 4.6 9.3 17.7 22.5 15.3 18.7 
Ghana 45.6 37.1 30.2 22.8 16.1 9.8 3.6 14.2 31.2 29.4 25.6 18.7 
Kenya 40.8 35.8 29.2 19.4 12.0 5.2 2.8 15.3 33.6 31.9 27.4 16.0 
Madagasczr 23.6 26.8 22.5 15.4 10.7 8.3 2.3 5.0 18.5 22.6 25.2 16.0 
Malawi 31.6 32.8 30.9 27.5 21.6 17.2 8.8 21.0 27.2 29.9 33.0 23.8 
Namibia 24.2 18.6 20.4 17.6 12.5 11.1 4.4 13.8 14.2 17.0 17.1 14-2 
Niges 17.3 18.6 22.0 16.1 14.7 8.9 4.0 10.I 14.2 18.4 17.2 18.7 
Nigeria 23.8 20.4 17.5 17.3 17.3 10.9 5.5 11.9 18.6 17.0 16.9 17.3 
Rwanda 28.1 26.1 35.4 28.4 21.2 10.2 2.6 7.4 26.6 33.8 34.1 21.0 
Senegal 27.1 29.6 25.7 28.2 2t.0 10.6 4.1 t l .3 21.8 23.6 25.5 24.0 
Sudm~ (Northern) 20.4 22.8 24.4 19.2 14.9 9.2 2.9 7.6 18.2 22.3 21.5 16.8 
Tanzania 19.2 25.7 26.9 21.7 13.3 7.3 3.4 7.3 18.1 24.9 26.4 17.8 
Zambia 27.4 28.7 27.2 24.1 18.4 10.9 6.7 14.9 22.5 26.0 28.3 22.8 

NEAR EAST/NORTH AFRICA 
EgYl x 22.3 17.1 10.7 4.2 3.8 1.1 0.4 6.7 20.9 10.9 6.0 2.7 
Jordan 15.7 14.7 14.4 10.8 7.8 4.2 0.6 2.0 20.6 14.3 14.7 8.2 
Morocco 16.2 17.0 12.9 8.4 5.6 3.1 1.3 7.3 12.7 11.2 ll.I 6.5 
Turkey 17.6 9.7 4.0 1.6 0.7 0.3 0.0 8.9 10.0 2.3 1.7 0.9 

ASIA 
Beng]~,-~ 21.9 15.9 9.9 4.7 2,5 0.3 0.5 14.8 19.5 10.5 8.4 3.7 
Indonesia 18.0 14.4 10.1 7.4 4.8 1.9 0.5 9.4 12.2 8.0 6.7 4.9 
Pakistan 32.3 25.8 22.3 15.4 12.9 5.8 2.5 14.7 29.1 23.1 19.5 11.9 
Philippines 27.4 28.3 19.9 12.7 6.6 2.6 0.5 11.4 25.1 18.0 9.32 7.2 

LATIN AMERICA/~EAR]BBEAN 
Bolivia 16.8 12.6 8.7 5.2 2,6 1.2 0.2 12.9 10.6 7.8 5.0 3.0 
Colombia 19.3 12.6 4.0 2.6 0.8 0.2 0.1 8.2 9.3 4.1 1.9 1.0 
Dominican Republic 28.6 18.4 9.8 6.2 1.4 0.2 0.0 15.6 17.0 12.5 4.7 2.4 
Paraguay 15.8 14.6 11.9 8.6 4.7 1.7 0.7 4.1 10.9 9.3 7.2 7.4 
Peru 21.0 11.8 5.3 2.6 0.9 0.5 0.2 14.3 8.4 5.3 2.5 1.4 
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Table 5.3 ~ need for lhni~ng by a,~e..aed rmmber of ehil&ea 

U n n ~  need for limidng among cunemfly ma~)d women by age texl number of cb.i]drm, Demogaphlc and Health Surve.~, 1990-1994 

Age Number of chilch-e~ 

15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40.44 45-49 0 I 2 3 4+ 

Stm-SAaARAN AFRICA 
Btukina Ftso 0.3 
Cameron 0.0 
Ghana 1.2 
Kenya 1.1 
M,,~-I~,g2~::~ 0.6 
Malaw/ 1.4 
Namibia 7.8 
Niger 0.1 
Nigeria 0.3 
Rwanda 1.5 
Senegal 1.0 
Sudan 0qorthem) 1.1 
Tanzania 1.2 
Zambia 0.4 

NEAR EAST/NORTH AFRICA 
Egylx 1.9 
Jordan 1.5 
Mo*oc¢o 0.4 
Turkey 2.6 

ASIA 
B~mgl,,~,.~ 0.8 
In~ne~ia 0.5 
Pakistan 1.3 
Philippia~ 3.7 

LATIN AMERICA/CARIBBEAN 

0,8 2.6 6.4 17.3 28.0 23.6 0.0 0.7 1.7 3.9 18.9 
0.9 2.9 4.5 13.2 7,4 5.6 0.0 0.1 0.9 2.7 9.6 
3.3 5.0 11.7 13.7 19.6 8.6 0.0 1.2 5.3 7.6 17.4 
4.4 10.5 15.6 26.9 21.7 11.2 0.6 2.2 5.1 8.7 21.6 
4.6 10.2 17.4 29.9 26.9 18.2 0.2 1.9 4.3 6.8 26.0 
1,9 6.4 11.4 15.6 17.8 19.4 0.8 1.9 3.8 5.6 19.4 
4.0 4.2 5.4 7.6 9.4 10.8 1,8 3.7 5.1 4.7 10.2 
0.3 0,6 2.1 4.4 8.5 6.0 0,1 0.5 0.4 0.9 5.4 
1.1 3.0 5.2 8.4 10,2 9.0 0.3 0.2 2.5 1.2 8.4 
2.1 6.1 12.7 22.5 25,0 19.8 0.1 1.1 2.4 6.7 20.5 
0.4 1.9 4.9 12.6 17,1 13.4 0.5 0.8 0.9 1.8 13.0 
1.9 4.2 7.9 14.4 12.7 10.1 0.3 1.0 3.4 5.8 12.2 
1.3 4.6 8.2 16.3 19.6 14.7 1.0 0.3 1.7 2.9 15.0 
0.4 3.6 7.2 17.8 21,4 20.1 0.2 1.2 1.5 2.9 15.9 

6.8 12.8 16.8 19.7 19.4 14.7 0 3  7...5 10.7 15.4 22.1 
4.0 9.6 12.2 16.0 18,4 18.6 0.2 2.4 4.4 7.9 16.9 
3.4 7.5 10.8 15.5 19.8 12.7 0.7 0.7 3.5 6.8 19.8 
6.6 6.4 8.7 8.5 10,4 5.3 0.4 2.8 5,4 8.4 14.7 

5.6 8.8 13.5 13.8 8.6 4.7 0.2 1.0 7,1 9.8 14.4 
1.4 4.5 8.6 10.0 10.5 5.6 0.5 1.0 4.8 8.1 11.8 
4.9 12.6 18.0 7-5.6 23.1 11.6 0.7 1.1 6,4 12.7 25.2 
6.9 12.3 15.2 16.9 18.6 7.9 0.4 3.7 8,4 12.4 21.5 

Bolivia 13.9 12.7 17.1 18.9 24.4 
Colombia 3.6 8.7 8.7 8.0 7.3 
Dominican Republk 8.0 8.9 9,9 7,2 9.8 
Paraguay 3.8 4.9 3.9 7.6 9.4 
Peru 11.6 12.1 12.3 10.9 12.6 

19.9 9.2 1.4 8.7 12,0 16.2 26.5 
6.1 5.3 0.6 2.9 7.7 8.4 11.5 
6,7 4,8 0.9 5.3 5.6 6.8 15.7 

10.4 10.2 0.4 1.1 3.5 4.9 14.3 
12.1 6.8 1.7 5.0 8.3 11.4 17.5 

5.3 USE O F  CONTRACEPTION 

The  question here is whether the likelihood of being in need 
of  family planning is related to prior experiance with Contra- 
ception. To  some extent, the answer depends upon the level of  
contraceptive prevalence in the population. In most low preva- 
lea¢~ countries, which are concentrated largely in sub-Saharan Af- 
rica, there is lime d i f fer~ce  in the proportions Classified ifi hOOd 
by whether or not the women had ever used contraception (Table 
5.4). In countr/es with high prevalence rates, prior use of  a meth- 
od makes  a big difference in the determination of unmat need. In 
Latin American countries, women who had never used a method 
are several times more likely to be in need than women with some 
contraceptive experience, A similar pattern is evident for the 
higher prev ence A~an coonaies. One implica)ion of these OiL 
ferenees is that the program focus in the high prevalence areas 
might be most efficiently ditectexi toward the never users. Since 

most of  the women in need in the low prevalence countries have 
never used a method (see Table 6.1), such a focus seems appropri- 
ate. 

$.4 RESIDENCE 

As observed in the earlier comparative report, unmet need 
outside ofsub-$aheran Africa is higher in rural than in urban areas 
except in Pakistan where there is liule difference (Table 5.4). In 
sab-Saheran Africa. on the other hand. there is a mixture; no con- 
sistent pattern exists and there is very little difference in unmet 
need between rural and urban areas. 

5 ~  EDUCATION 

'Tlu'ee general observations can be made about the association 
between women's education and unmet need (Table 5A): (1) in 
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the counlaies octskle of  sub..Salmmn A f ~  unmct need declines 
with i l~fc~ing level Of ~ h o o U ~ ;  ('7) withi~ s l l b - S a ~  Africa, 
the highest proportion with munet need t y l ~ y  is among women 
with ~ scho~ education; and (3) in most countries, the 
gcaetal mag~it-~,~ of  the associ~t~n is qmte low. The pattern 

wi~in  sub-Saharan Africa probably relates to l l te~3,  and aw',n'e- 
ness of  the possibility of  regulating fertility. The need for limiting 
in that region follows the negative association in other countries 
(not shown). 

Table 5.4, Unmet need by resldertce and 

Total unmet need far family plmming among ¢~tly n,~ried women by contraceptive use, residence and education. DenSe and Health 
Sm'veys. 1990-1994 

Re,~ide~ce Level of _,~_ , ~ o n  

Cotmuy Neve  used Eve~ used Urban Rural None Primary Secondary+ 

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA 
B ~ t  Faso 23.6 39.1 33.8 32.4 32.7 35.9 25.3 
C~wzoon 19.3 25A 23.7 20.5 18.7 27.0 20.1 
Ghana 34.7 31.0 30.5 342 30.8 36.6 33.9 
Kenya 46.7 26.4 24.8 3%4 35.1 39.1 26.5 
M ~ , ' h ~ a r  37.0 21.0 25-5 33,9 27.8 38.1 23.8 
Malawi 35-5 35-8 U U 35.0 37.0 26.3 
Ntmibia 253 18.7 17.9 24.3 23.5 23.1 20.0 
Nigez 18.6 19-5 22.5 18.0 18.0 28.2 23.0 
Nigeria 21.6 220 22.1 21.5 20.1 26.4 21.8 
R w ~  42.6 3(}.3 30.8 37.2 40.3 34.8 26.4 
Senegal 29.6 27.6 33.4 27.3 28.5 34.3 31.2 
Sudan (Northern) 20.6 26.0 28.8 23.8 22.2 30.9 29.9 
T~ ,mi*  27.3 27.5 30.6 26.4 25.7 28.9 20.0 
7 ~ h i a  30.3 31.1 31.8 29.7 29.4 32.3 26.1 

NEAR EAST/NORTH AFRICA 
Egylx 34.8 15.5 18.2 25.1 26.0 21.0 13.9 
Jozdan 30.0 17.5 19.9 27.4 27.1 23.3 19.0 
Morocco 29.7 14.6 12.4 25.3 22.7 10.6 9.1 
Turkey 29.2 6.8 8.9 15.3 20.2 8.8 5.1 

ASIA 
Bangladet, h 26.6 13.6 15-0 18.4 18.1 18.7 16.8 
Indonesia 23.2 10.1 11.8 15.1 15.7 14.7 11.2 
Pakisum 32.9 273 32-5 31.4 32.0 32.6 29.6 
Ph~h~es 42.0 15.8 23.4 28.7 33.2 29.2 23.3 

LATIN AMERICA~ARIBBEAN 
Bolivia 49.1 I0.I 17.6 32.2 333 28.2 14.8 
Colombia 34.7 7.9 9.0 15.0 18.5 13.8 8.5 
Dominican Republic 34.5 11.7 13.7 22.9 29.6 18.8 11.7 
Pa~guay 28.7 8.7 10.5 20.6 20.3 18.1 7.8 
Pe~ 51.1 8A 11.4 26.5 28.9 19.6 10.9 

U = Unknown (not available) 
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