4 Estimates of Unmet Need
and Demand, for Married
Women

The various elements of the classification system depictedin ~ amenorrheic women whose pregnancy was intended. The main
Figure 3.1 are displayed in Table 4.1. With few exceptions, typi-  exceptions are Kenya and Namibia, where the proportions cur-
cally the largest category in sub-Saharan countries is pregnantor  rently using contraception are considerably higher. Ghana and

Table 4.1 Components of the classification of unmet need

Percent distribution of currently married women by contraceptive use status, mtention status of current pregnancy or last birth, reproductive
intentions and fecundity, Demographic and Health Surveys, 1990-1994

Pregnant or amenorrheic Fecund, not using
Year Percen: Want Wamr Want Number
of using a Spacing Limiting In- Mis. Un-  child child no of
Country survey method failure failure tended timed wanted® soon  later more Infecund Total women
SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA
Burkina Faso 1993 79 NA NA 326 9.4 19 146 148 6.6 122 100.0 5326
Cameroon 1991 16.0 NA NA 26.7 59 1.2 159 11.4 32 196 1000 2868
Ghana 1993 203 NA NA 197 11.7 24 77 121 6.8 192 100.0 3196
Kenya 1993 328 NA NA 127 12.7 4.6 6.4 9.4 8.7 126 1000 4629
Madzgascar 1992 16.7 NA NA 23.0 9.5 4.9 118 7.8 10.2 164 1000 3736
Malawi 1992 130 NA NA 232 13.5 3.0 99 129 62 182 1000 3492
Namibia 1992 289 NA NA 19.7 55 1.4 13.7 a.7 52 155 1000 2259
Niger 1992 45 NA NA 381 6.9 04 173 9.5 19 215 1000 5561
Nigeria 1990 5.9 NA NA 392 42 0.8 145 127 40 187 1000 6680
Rwanda 1992 21.1 NA NA 222 16.6 73 89 13 5.7 109 1000 3785
Senegal 199293 75 NA NA 293 113 1.7 149 113 4.9 190 100.0 4450
Sudan® 1989-90 8.7 NA NA 33.6 85 0.9 15.7 9.5 6.5 165 1000 5400
Tanzania 199192 104 NA NA 297 85 2.1 148 107 60 176 1000 6038
Zambia 1992 152 NA NA 249 138 23 15.2 9.3 53 140 1000 4457
NEAR EAST/NORTH AFRICA
Egypt 1992 471 03 1.0 114 2.6 4.2 74 4.8 10.2 109 1000 9153
Jordan 1990 40.0 1.7 1.2 154 55 2.0 5.2 4.6 9.8 145 1000 6168
Morocco 1992 415 1.5 15 137 3.6 33 8.6 5.1 7.7 135 1000 5118
Turkey 1993 62.6 1.0 0.8 6.5 14 21 53 23 54 127 1000 6270
ASIA
Bangtadesh 1993.94 44.6 0.8 06 137 43 23 7.5 58 56 148 1000 8980
Indonesia 1991 49.7 0.6 03 112 2.1 0.8 538 58 54 182 1000 21109
Pakistan 1990-91 11.9 NA NA 230 49 33 113 122 114 220 1000 6364
Philippines 1993 40.0 1.7 0.6 9.5 5.4 2.9 43 12 10.4 179 1000 896l
LATIN AMERICA/CARIBBEAN
Bolivia 1594 453 2.7 24 9.0 3.9 12 23 2.3 10.5 145 1000 5334
Colombia 19%0 66.1 1.2 12 59 19 21 4.9 23 53 90 1000 4499
Dominican Republic 1991 56.4 0.9 0.5 7.2 4.4 25 7.7 4.5 5.8 100 1000 4083
Paraguay 1950 484 26 04 126 32 0.9 7.8 4.9 62 131 1000 354
Peru 199192 59.0 28 3.6 6.8 25 49 1.9 1.8 6.5 10.1 1600 8741

Note: Totals may not add to 100.0 due to rounding.
NA = Not applicable
2 Confined to women who also report that they want no more children.
Distribution of intentions for pregnant women estimated from the distribution for amenorrheic women. Only northern Sudan was represented
in the survey but it is classified here with the sub-Saharan countries.



Rwanda show about the same proportions in the two categories.
Among the countries outside of this region, current users far
outweigh all other categories except in Pakistan, which has a pat-
tern similar to that in sub-Saharan Africa.

The total demand for family planning (Table 4.2 and Figure
4.1) is composed primarily of unmet need in sub-Saharan Africa
and in Pakistan, whereas contraceptive practice is the main com-
ponent of demand elsewhere. This difference is reflected in the
"demand satisfied" statistic (current use divided by the sum of

Tahle 4.2 Demand and unmet need

use and unmet need).” Excluding Pakistan, this figure reaches an
average of 74 percent outside of sub-Saharan Africa compared
with an average of 32 percent within that region (see Figure 4.2).
There is a dramatic difference in the percent of demand satisfied
in Bangladesh (72 percent) compared with that in Pakistan (27
percent), reflecting the difference in program effort in the two
countries. The program effort in Bangladesh probably has influ-
enced reproductive preferences as well as the use of contraception.

7 For countries in which contraceptive failures are estimated, the demand is
calculated by dividing the sum of women using 1 method or having failed with &
method by the sum of those women plus those with an onmet need.

Demand for family planning and its components among curently married women, Demographic and Health Surveys, 1990-1994

Demand for Percentage of
contraception® Unmet need” Cugrent use demand satisfied®
Coutry Towl Spacing Limiting: Total Spacing Limiting Totzl Spacing Limiting Total Spacing Limiting
SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA
Burkina Faso 40.6 29.5 11.0 32.6 24.1 85 7.9 54 25 19.5 183 2.7
Cameroon 37 283 9.4 21.7 7.3 4.4 16.0 110 5.0 424 389 53.2
Ghana 533 343 19.0 33.0 23.8 9.2 20.3 10.5 9.8 38.0 30.6 516
Kenya 633 321 36.2 355 222 13.3 327 9.9 229 479 308 63.3
Madagascar 49.1 237 254 325 173 15.1 16.7 6.4 10.3 34.0 210 40.5
Malawi 486 33.7 14.9 356 26.4 9.2 13.0 13 5.7 26.7 21.7 3383
Namibia 50.7 264 243 21.8 15.2 6.6 289 11.2 1.7 57.0 424 72.8
Niger 231 20.2 30 18.7 16.4 23 45 338 0.7 18.5 188 23.3
Nigeda 215 20.3 7.3 2L6 16.9 4.8 59 34 25 214 16.7 342
Rwanda 58.0 343 23.6 369 240 12.9 21.1 10.3 10.7 36.4 30.0 453
Sepcgal 36.7 26.9 9.7 29.3 226 6.6 7.4 43 31 20.2 16.0 320
Sudan (Northern) 34.1 23.0 11.0 25.5 18.0 7.4 8.7 50 KX 255 217 32.7
Tanzania 377 25.1 126 273 19.2 8.1 10.4 59 4.5 216 3.5 35.7
Zambia 45.9 321 13.3 30.7 23.1 7.6 15.2 9.0 6.2 33.1 28.0 4.9

NEAR EAST/NORTH AFRICA

Egypt 703 155 S48 219 7.4
Jordan 647 234 415 218 101
Moroceo 642 243 399 197 8.7
Tuzkey 755 168 588 112 3.7
ASIA
Bangladesh 640 219 420 180 101
Indonesia 647 272 315 141 7.9
Pakistan 436 190 245 317 170
Philippines 682 233 448 259 126
LATIN AMERICA/CARIBBEAN
Bolivia 739 196 543 235 6.1
Colombia 8.1 252 549 16 42

Dominican Republic  74.9 20.6 543 17.1 83

Paraguay 66.5 343 322 15.2 8.1
Pera 81.1 21.0 60.1 157 4.3

14.5 47.1 7.8 393 68.8 s2.2 73.5
11.8 40.0 11.6 28.5 66.3 56.3 71.6
110 415 141 27.4 69.3 64.2 72.4

7.5 62.6 12.1 50.5 853 78.0 87.2

7.9 44.6 11.3 33.5 719 55.2 81.2
6.2 49.7 18.7 31.0 782 71.0 83.5
14.7 11.9 2.1 9.8 273 110 40.0
13.3 40.0 9.0 30.9 62.0 45.9 70.3

17.4 453 109 345 68.2 69.0 68.0
T4 66.1 19.8 463 855 83 86.5
8.3 56.4 10.9 455 77.2 513 84.7
7.1 48.4 23.7 247 773 76.7 779

114 5.0 13.9 45.1 806 95 81.0

* Demand is the sum of unmet need and current use and contraceptive failure {where this latter information is available).
b Unmet need is the sum of pregnant or amenorrheic women who reported that pregnancy was mistimed or imwanted and fecund nonusers who

want o postpone or aveid further childbearing.

€ Calculated by dividing current use {plus contraceptive failure where available) by demand.



Figure 4.1 'f;;a; ?ggn:nd for family planning: Unmet need and cuzrent use of contraception, Demographic and Health Surveys,
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Figure 4.2 Percent of total demand satisfied, Demographic and Health Surveys, 1990-1994
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An average of 29 percent of married women in sub-Saharan
Affrica are classified as having an unmet need for family plaaning,
and in Bolivia, Pakistan and the Philippines, unmet need is at a
similar level. In the remaining 10 countries the unmet need is far
lower (an average of 17 percent). The high level of need in sub-
Saharan Africa results entirely from the spacing component.

The well-known emphasis on birth spacing in sub-Saharap
Africa is reflected consistently in all of the countries in the region

(Figure 4.3). Among current users, however, there are numerous
exceptions to this pattem: use for limiting predominates in Kenya,
Madagascar and Namibia and is about the same as use for spacing
in Rwanda. In all of the countries in the other regions of the
world, use for limiting exceeds use for spacing whereas the two
components are more evenly distributed in the unmet need catego-
ry (Table 4.2). With only one exception—Bolivia~-the percent-
age of demand for limiting that is satisfied is greater than the satis-
faction of demand for spacing.

Figure 4.3 Total demand for family planning: Spacing and limiting births, Demographic and Health Surveys, 1990-1994
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