
Gender in the 2003 Kenya Demographic and Health Survey 
Gender roles and customs in Kenya affect wom-
en’s health and welfare. Women have less access 
to education, employment and information 
than men. Also, women who have little deci-
sionmaking power are less likely to use modern 
contraception. Almost 50 percent of ever-mar-
ried women have experienced some form of 
marital violence. A total of 8 percent of Kenyan 
women age 15-49 are HIV positive. Women are 
almost 2 times as likely to have HIV infection 
as men. 
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Female Genital Cutting

Kenya 2003:
31%* of women 
are circumcised

Kenya 1998:
38% of women are 
circumcised

*excludes northern areas for 
comparability with 1998 KDHS

Use of Modern Contraception
by Women’s Decisionmaking Power
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Antenatal Care from a Health Professional
by Women’s Decisionmaking Power
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Empowerment and Women’s Health 

Women’s Participation in Decisionmaking
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Women and HIV/AIDS 

HIV Prevalence by Age
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11.4 percent of women who are in a 
polygynous union are HIV-positive, 
compared to 7.2 percent who are 

not in a polygynous union. 
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For additional information on the results of the 
2003 Kenya Demographic and Health Survey, please 
contact:

In Kenya:
Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS)
P.O. Box 30266
Nairobi
Telephone: 254.20.340.929
Fax: 254.20.333.030
www.cbs.go.ke

In USA:
MEASURE DHS+
ORC Macro
11785 Beltsville Drive
Calverton, MD 20705 USA
Telephone: 301-572-0200
Fax: 301-572-0999
www.measuredhs.com
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Access to Mass Media
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Other Gender Indicators
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